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A summer zone competition is the 
enhancement Victorian football will 
receive later this year as Football 
Federation Victoria released the pre- 
liminary stages of its strategic plan 
last week. 

The eight metro and four rural zones of 
Victorian football will have the oppor- 
tunity to field summer league teams, 
drawing from all clubs within its zone, 
from under-12s up to open men and 
women. 

The senior men’s competition will be 
introduced as a professional league, 
designed to keep Australia’s second-tier 
players match fit during the A-League 
season. 

With junior divisions for boys and 
girls from under-12 up to under-18, 
FFV sees the competition as a pathway 
league for each zone’s best players. 
The FFV was keen to oblige by national 
technical director Rob Baan’s recom- 
mendation that elite level players from 
junior to senior play 40 competitive 
matches per year. 

Rather than expand the Foxtel Cup or 
move it to summer, the zone competi- 
tion will look to engage the entire state 
equally. 

Players from outside Victoria will also 
be allowed to play in the summer com- 
petition, while the senior men’s clubs 
will allow player movement. 


Target 2011 


FFV STRATEGIC PLAN RELEASED 


Summer switch in the pipeline 


FFV executive Mark Rendell said the 
opportunity to play representative foot- 
ball with a zone team would promote 
loyalty to winter clubs. 

“We hope the players who make their 
zone teams can go from under-12s up 
to under-18s with their winter club,” 
Rendell said. 

“Because the opportunity to play at a 
higher level will always be there in the 
summer with the zone team.” 

“For players in the existing state league 
we feel it will promote loyalty to winter 
clubs and help ensure the teams that 
built the sport in this state continue to 
thrive. 

“The administrations that represent 
their zones will need to show they 

are engaging with every club; it will 
require diversity in every team.” 

The summer league has been particular- 
ly well received in rural Victoria, with 
major centres like Geelong, Ballarat 
and Shepparton all thrilled their juniors 
will receive a better pathway to a higher 
standard of football. 

Of all the Victorian clubs only Whittle- 
sea Zebras and South Melbourne from 
the Foxtel Cup had representatives at 
the official announcement while details 
from Rendell’s presentation were 
posted to the other clubs on Thursday. 
Rendell said it was important clubs 
speak to him if they disagreed with the 
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direction of the strategic plan. 

“Make a time to come sit down and 
speak about it,’’ Rendell said. 

“Tm 100% confident this league will 
run in summer 2008/9.” 

A cost analysis by PriceWaterhouseC- 
oopers will be submitted to the federa- 
tion this week before further consul- 
tation with each of the 12 zones, not 
dissimilar to last year’s open fact-find- 
ing mission. 


Details of what zone your club 
falls into can be found at 
www.footballfedvic.com.au 


By Teo Pellizzeri 
FFV CEO Mark Rendell intends to 


revamp Victorian football by 2011. of the Shepparton News 


Some people believe that sophisticated furniture 
shouldn't be sold at such unpretentious prices. 
Anyway, what would they know... 


All VPL players & officials can contact Franc or Lenny Catalano on 
9350 1000 to receive the “Football Family Discount” on any purchase. 
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Ante Raspudic, Cameron Watson, Dale Thompson, Robert Acteson (Fitness Coach), Mate Grgic (Goalkeeper Coach). 


Front row (left to right): Adrian Zahra, Steve losifidis, Ivan Franjic (Deputy Vice-Captain), Tammy Milardovic (Captain), Matt Tamas (Chairman), 
Chris Taylor (Head Coach), Stan Bilic (President),(Craig Elvin (Vice-Captain), Joe Spiteri, Stefan Piorkowski, James Timmons. 
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DINAMO TO TOUR 


Matches planned against Besiktas, Knights and Coburg Utd 


In exciting news for Victorian football fans, 
one of Croatia’s most famous and successful 
clubs, NK Dinamo Zagreb, is set to play three 
friendly matches in Melbourne towards the 
end of June this year. 

The announcement was made on the 
weekend by visiting Dinamo Zagreb Managing 
Director, Damir Vrbanovic. According to 
Vrabanovic, Dinamo will play against Coburg 
United, Melbourne Knights and a third and final 
game will see Dinamo take on Turkish outfit, 
Besiktas, most likely at Olympic Park. 

The proposed matches against the 
Foxtel Cup opposition will be held at Knights 
Stadium, Sunshine. 

The three matches are considered vital 
preparation for Dinamo in its quest to overcome 
the qualification stages of the UEFA European 
Champions League after winning its ninth 
Croatian Championship last year. Its first game of 
the ECL campaign takes place on July 15th and 
the Australian leg is just part of a tour that will 
also include matches in Spain and Portugal. 

Besiktas will also be in Australia at the 
time preparing for the 2008/09 European season 
which commences at the end of August. 

Of course, current internationals Dino 
Drpic, Luka Modric, and Bosko Balaban may 
well still be required for Euro 2008 duty for 
Croatia by then, but Vrabanovic said that Dinamo 
was committed to bringing its strongest possible 
squad available for the occasion. 

The news comes hot on the heals of the 
launch of the Knights Football Academy, which 
was formed in association with Dinamo Zagreb 
and is part of a program to strengthen a football 
alliance between the two clubs. According to 
Vrbanovic, the two clubs are extremely serious 
about the long term prospect of developing 


youth in this country and approximately 
$AUD2.5 million dollars will be put aside 
for the next five years to develop the 
program. 

Vrbanovic said, “I’m very happy 
about the academy and the tour. We have 
many friends here in Australia and we 
look forward to building the relationship 
between these two great clubs. We’ve had 
some good connection with the Melbourne 
Knights in the past and some legends that 
have played at Dinamo have come from 
Australia. We have decided to formalize 
our association between Melbourne 
Knights and Dinamo Zagreb and this is the 
first step in developing higher professional 
players and building a successful football 
partnership. It will be really great to create 
a presence here and be involved in the 
structure of the sport education. It’s only 
the beginning, but we are excited of the 
staging of the football matches and we 
look forward to the prospect of playing in front of 
our Australian friends.” 

Vrbanovic also noted that Socceroo 
legends Mark Viduka and Eddie Krncevic were 
still held in high esteem back in Zagreb. Both 
players embarked on successful European careers 
with Dinamo after initially breaking into senior 
football with the Knights. No doubt, the two clubs 
hope they might be able to unearth more players 
of similar quality. 

Krncevic played for Dinamo from 198 1- 
84 before a big move to Belgium’s Anderlecht 
eventuated and he became the first Australian to 
top a European goalscorer’s chart. 

Viduka hit 40 goals in 80 appearances 
for “The Modri” (The Blues) between 1995-98, 


Melbourne Knights President Stan Bilic with 
Dinamo Zagreb Managing Director, Damir 
Vrbanovic, and Fairfax sports journalist Steven 


before Scottish giants Celtic splashed out 3.5 
million pounds for his services. 

More recently, exciting youngsters Mate 
Dugandzic and Daniel Visevic have also made the 
trek from Somers Street to Zagreb and according 
to Vrbanovic are settling in well. Dugandzic has 
already broken in to the second team and was 
at the time of going to press participating in the 
Croatian Youth Cup final this weekend. 

It won’t be the first time Dinamo will 
have toured Down Under — it was last here in the 
mid 1980’s and a certain couple of youngsters 
by the name of Zvonimir Boban and Robert 
Prosinicki featured in a representative match 
against Victoria at Olympic Park before helping 
Croatia finish third at the World Cup finals in 
France ‘98. 


KNIGHTS LAUNCH ACADEMY 


Official football partnership struck with Croatian champs 


PROMINENT world football figure Damir 
Vrbanovic will oversee the coordination of a 
new Knights Academy of Football, which was 
officially launched earlier this week. 

The academy will create a direct link between 
the Melbourne Knights and Croatian _first- 
division heavyweight NK Dinamo Zagreb, where 
Vrbanovic is the current Managing Director. 
Vrbanovic has been in Melbourne finalising the 
details of the academy with Knights chairman 
Matt Tomas, which is aimed to provide an 
accessible pathway into Europe for the best young 
kids in Australia. 

The talk of the exclusive academy comes on the 
coat tails of young Knights pair Mate Dugandzic 
and Daniel Visevic being signed to Dinamo 
Zagreb. 

Tomas said Vrbanovic would oversee the operation 
of the academy by having a group of coaches sent 
over from Europe to coordinate the program. 
“The academy will highlight up and coming 
potential using a similar format to the Mark 
Viduka pathway,” Tomas said. 

“We want to see juniors coming through the ranks 
at the Knights second and first grade, and from 
there over to Croatia and into Europe. 

“The academy is aimed to develop Australian kids 
firstly, and then for them to get an opportunity to 
be viewed and scrutinised by European coaches. 
“That will obviously enhance the standards here 


Balls 


and eventually can only help the national team as 
well.” 

Vrbanovic is a current member of the UEFA Club 
Competitions Committee and is on the board of 
the European Club Association. 

Tomas said Vrbanovic could see the potential in 
the program, which was signed off on at Knights 
Stadium on Sunday in the presence of FFV Chief 
Executive Officer Mark Rendell. 

“Damir will be overseeing the activities of the 
academy and constantly hearing reports back from 
coaches who will be sent across to Melbourne,” 
he said. 

“We have already pipelined two into Europe 
through our own junior and first squad 
development programs so this is just going to 
strengthen that. 

“We believe if we are going to be serious on a 
world stage, we need the help of these first class 
coaches. 

“Tt will encourage all kids who believe in their 
ability to join the Knights Academy of Football.” 
Dugandzic and Visevic burst onto the scene 
during the 2007 Foxtel Cup season before being 
picked up by Dinamo Zagreb. 

Tomas emphasised the Knights Academy of 
Football was not just targeted at Victorian talent. 

He also thanked the FFV for its support of the 
initiative. 

“We invite all Australian kids from all cultures to 


- Team Apparel 


join the Knights Academy of Football, so we can 
assist in fulfilling their dreams and performing on 
a world stage. 

“This is where the European spotlight and coaches 
will be scrutinizing Australia’s potentials in the 
great game of football. 

“We would also like to thank Mark Rendell and 
his understudies for their support, leadership and 
vision and in taking the reins at the FFV,” Tomas 
said. 


Downer 


The Knights are looking to spread their 
wings as Dinamo Zagreb Managing 
Director Damir Vrbanovic arrives at Knights 
Stadium last weekend. 
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Scoreboard 


FOXTEL CUP STANDINGS 


= 
0 


A.L.S 

Richmond Eagles 
Coburg Utd 

Altona Magic 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Heidelberg Utd 
Preston Lions 
South Melbourne 
Melbourne Knights 
Western Suburbs 
Frankston Pines 
Fawkner Blues 
Green Gully Cavaliers” 
Whittlesea Zebras* 


MPM NMNWWWWWWWWWWwWW TU 
oOO0O0O SO S| S| S| | ANN W 
= = =— = CC) G@® OG =/= AN) NH OC = ie 


RESULTS 
Richmond Eagles 2-2 
Frankston Pines 
Coburg United 
South Melbourne 


Melbourne Knights 

1 Preston Lions 

-1 Oakleigh Cannons 
-Q Western Suburbs 
Fawkner Blues -3 Altona Magic 
Heidelberg United -1 AIS 

Whittlesea Zebras Playing tonight* Green Gully Cavaliers 


UNDER 21 DETAILS 


Richmond 8 Melbourne Knights 3, Frankston Pines 0 Preston Lions 1, Coburg Utd 1 
Oakleigh Cannons 0, Heidelberg Utd 2 V.I.S 4, South Melbourne 1 Western Suburbs 0, 
Fawkner Blues 2 Altona Magic 0 


ON OOO 
i] 


PW DL FEF APT 
Richmond 3.30012 4 9 
Coburg Utd ef 7) i) a st} a) 
V.1.S 3) le 210) 4255 
Oakleigh Cannons 3 4 Wf a & gs 4) 
Whittlesea Zebras 21103 2 4 
South Melbourne op 4) 4 41 & & 2) 
Melbourne Knights 3691114 8 4 
Green Gully Cavaliers “4 4) @ 4 s 4 
Preston Lions S494] @ A 2b Go 3} 
Frankston Pines oh (PA a 4) 7 
* Fawkner Blues a 4) 4) @ 2 ty 4] 
Heidelberg Utd 3.012 611 1 
* Western Suburbs 34 0 7 2 4a © 
Altona Magic 3003 060 


*Deducted 3 pts. 
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PTS 
OAKLEIGH CANNONS 


V 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
Jack Edwards Res 
Fri 7 Mar KO 8:30PM 


A.1.S 
V 
COBURG UTD 
Field 14 — Canberra 
Sat 8 Mar KO 2:00PM 


FAWKNER BLUES 
V 
RICHMOND EAGLES 
CB Smith Reserve 
Sun 9 Mar KO 5:00PM 
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No 


GREEN GULLY 
V 


THE TOP MARKSMEN 


Player, Club Goals 

Seo FRANKSTON PINES 
ae * Green Gully Reserve 
Richmond SC 4 Sun9Q Mar KO 5:00PM 


Danning, Kofi 
AS 


PRESTON LIONS 
V 
HEIDELBERG UTD 
BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 9 Mar KO 5:00PM 


Josifovski, Alexander 
Coburg United FC & 


Catalano, Michael 
Richmond SC 3 


Cardozo, Richard 
Richmond SC 2 


Milardovic , Tom 2 
Melb Knights FC 


WESTERN SUBURBS 


Pelikan, Anthony 2 
Melb Knights FC V 
Sterjovski, Tony 2 ALTONA MAGIC 


Preston Lions 


Ralph Reserve 
Sun 9 Mar KO 5:00PM 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
V 
WHITTLESEA ZEBRAS 
Knights Stadium 
Sun 9 Mar KO 6:00PM 


Please check the FFV website 
for any amendments 
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< COBURG 


UNITED 


OAKLEIGH 
CANNONS 


Round three of the Vodaphone Premier 
League pitted the unbeaten Coburg 
United, playing their first home game of 
the season against the Oakleigh Cannons. 

Coburg went into this match with 
the one forced change of the suspended 
Serdar Pir for John Petridis, who came onto 
the bench while Daniel Rocco was promoted 
to the starting eleven. 

Despite clear blue skies and bright 
sunshine, the strong wind played havoc with 
keepers kicking to the social club end and to 
any balls played above head high. Oakleigh 
who were kicking with the wind quickly 
took control of the match and in the opening 
thirty minutes the ball rarely ventured out of 
the home team’s half. 

The Cannons were able to play 
from the half way line and maintain pressure 
on Coburg’s defence for the better part of 
the half. Damianos, Munoz and Lagana 
were dominate across the midfield as they 
propelled their team into attack time and 
time again, but a resilient Coburg defence 
and a cool keeper in Adam Hrehoresin were 
able to limit the scoring opportunities to a 
minimum and most at a safe distance from 


oa, 


FOXTERCUE 


Round 3 


SUPER SUB LUJIC 


0-1 DELIVERS KO PUNCH 


Cannons Open new Season account 


the target. 

After fifteen minutes into the 
match Coburg through Fidell Richards and 
Mustafa Mustafa began finding space to play 
the ball out of defence, which saw Coburg 
into the opposition half and moving towards 
goals with purpose; but with Vlahos well 
marked and Josifovski having to play well 
up the ground the Coburg forward line was 
dysfunctional which resulted in a few long 
rage shots being attempted for naught. 

The best chance of the half for 
Coburg fell for Vlahos who was unable to 
take advantage of Cagalj being off his line, 
and from the rebound another shot on goal 
was fired in only for the Oaks defence to 
clear off the line. 

The second half saw the shoe on the 
other foot with Coburg pressing the half way 
line early hoping to reverse the pressure put 
on them, but the game opened up which saw 
more end to end play in the second term. The 
Cannons opened up with the first attempt on 
goals from an Aristidis Drakos free kick 
after Apostoliakis was fouled twenty yards 
from goals. 

On 


Sixty minutes Coburg’s 


Anthony Magnacca was denied when the 
ball was cleared off the line and at the other 
end within a minutes play Apostoliakis 
found himself in space only to strike the side 
netting with his shot on goal. 

The only goal of the match was 
scored at the seventy-first minute by Milos 
Lujic who had only been on the pitch for two 
minutes. The simple tap in from a keeper’s 
error when Hrehoresin failed to hold on to 
the ball was enough to give Oakleigh the 
winning goal of the match. In the remaining 
minutes both teams created chances but 
neither were up to adding to the solitary goal 
of the match which gave Oakleigh its first 
victory of season 2008. 

Bill Damianos was outstanding 
for the Cannons in midfield, upfront and in 
defence when required and Stellios Drakos 
lead by example, especially in the second half 
when Coburg were pushing for the equaliser. 
For Coburg keeper Adam _ Hrehorsein, 
Anthony Magnacca and Ross Thompson 
were the better of the Coburg players. 

Also, spotted at the game was 
MIron Bleiberg, who is earmarked to coach 
the proposed new A-League franchise Gold 
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Coast Galaxy. Miron is in Melbourne to 
scout for potential talent in readiness for a 
successful A-League application. He was 
also at the Richmond Eagles v Melbourne 
Knights game on Friday night and will 
also be attending tonights’s clash at Epping 
Stadium between the Zebras and Gully. 


Match details: 


Oakleigh Cannons: 

A, Cagalj, A. Ewin, A. Drakos, T. Apostolikas 
(M. Lujic 69), F Rosman, F. Lagana (S. 
Kelly 82), S. Drakos, J. Nilo, B. Damianos, 
T. Waterson, J. Munoz (M. Foschini 56). 


Scorers: M.Lujic 71% 


Yellow Cards: None. 
Red cards: None 


Coburg United: 

A. Hrehorsesin, P. Tichy, D. Rocco, F 
Richards, A. Josifovski, A. Vlahos (E. 
Garcia 64), A. Magnacca, B. Gilmour, S. 
Kovacevic, M. Mustafa (N. Harrhy 77) 


Scorers: None. 


Yellow Cards: None. 
Red cards: None 


Man of the Match: 
Bill Damianos (Oakleigh Cannons) 


Venue: Knights Stadium 
Crowd: 600 


By John Attard 
Photos by John Attard 


Career Opportunities 
Kick start a career in 
Sport Journalism and 

photography with Goal! Weekly 


nt, ae : 
Coburg United keeper Adam Hrehorsein tips one over the bar in the first half, but couldn’t keep a clean sheet for the 
full 90 minutes as the Cannons puncturd the home side defence to take all three points. 
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SPORTS 
UNITED 


“Your One Stop Soccer Shop” 
Shop 4/119 Lonsdale Street Dandenong VIC 3175 


Equipment Needs 

Wide Selection of Boots 

Merchandise 

Genuine Replica Shirts 

Posters & Key-Rings 

Goalkeeper Accessories 

Trophies Made to Order 
é Licensed Balls 

E:teamsportsutd@optusnet.com.au 


For Professional Football Advice Visit “The Soccer Specialists” and Former Socceroos 


Steve Blair & Ange Postecoglou at Team Sports United 
K y - : ° : we 


P:9792 5022 
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HEIDELBERG 
UNITED 


0-1 


AUSTRALIAN 
INSTITUTE OF 
SPORT 


The AIS have secured their third straight 
win of the new season and in the process 
become the clear leaders in the Foxtel 
Cup standings after defeating Heidelberg 
United Warriors 1-0 at Olympic Village 


yesterday. 
For the fifth time this year AIS 
marksman Jason Naidlovski showed a 


knack for finding the back of the net after 
capitalising on a opportunist chance from the 
inside the six yard box. With just on half an 
hour gone in the match the AIS won a corner 
and an unmarked Naidlovski pounced on a 
loose ball to head home what eventuated as 
the only goal of the match. 

Heidelberg to its credit showed a 
good account of itself throughout the course 
of the afternoon and could easily have 
levelled the score were it not for numerous 
chances to go begging and let the talented 
Canberra boys generously of the hook. The 
main culprits for the Warriors were Graham 
Hockless, Mark Tsiorlas and Denis Alilovic. 

Eric Vassiliadis looked dangerous 


FOXTEL 
Round 3 


AIS TAKES 
OUTRIGHT LEAD 


Naidovski does it again! 


on a couple of occasions attacking down 
the right hand side of the pitch, but time and 
time again the Bergers let themselves down 
in the final third. 

At the other end of the pitch it 
seemed that apart from conceding the goal 
Heidelberg ‘keeper Marko Sutalo didn’t have 
much to do for the rest of the afternoon. 

George Katsakis said after the 
match, “ It’s good to be creative, it’s good 
to be a bit different, but once you work hard 
to get yourself in to those attacking areas, 
you need to do percentages and I think 
we let ourselves down today. We seemed 
to turn it over too easily today and when 
you’re playing against these kids who are 
good quality kids, they’re the elite, and they 
won’t be afraid to have a crack right back at 
you. I would have liked to have pinched a 
draw because we had every opportunity, but 
unfortunately that’s just the way it goes. At 
the end of the day you just don’t want to lose 
to anybody.” 

Next week the AIS plays host to 
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Coburg United in Canberra while Heidelberg 
visits Preston Lions in a local derby at 
Connor Reserve. 


Match details: 


Heidelberg United: 

M.Sutalo, P.Roberts, R.Liparotti, D.Jones, 
E.vassiliadis, J.Kozic (J.Stefanou 77’), 
J.Drossos (S.Alesovski 60’), M.Tsiorlas, 
T.Ouliaris, G.Hockless, D.Alilovic. 


Goals: None 


Yellow cards: M.Tsiorlas 74’. 


Red cards: None 

AIS: 

M.Brighitti, D.Mullen, D.Milovanovic, 
I.Pavlak (R. Close 60°), R.Greer, 


M.Theodore (S.Munro 70’), A.Sunasky 
(H.Fondyke 60’), L.DeVere, K.Danning, 
J. Naidovski, D. Taylor. 
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Goals: J.Naidovski 22’. 


Yellow cards: None 
Red cards: None 


Man of the match: 
Eric Vassiliadis 


(Heidelberg United) 


Venue: Olympic village 
Crowd: 400 


By James Taylor 


Photo by John Punshon 


~~ 


Match winner Jason Naidlovski of the AIS tries weave his way through the legs of Heidelberg Warriors’ midfielder Graham Hockless during the Foxtel Cup clash at Olympic Village 
yesterday. Naidlovski is now top of the pops in the scoring charts after notching his fifth goal against the Bergers and simultaneously helped his side claim a clear lead in the standings. 
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FRANKSTON 
PINES 


0-1 


PRESTON 
LIONS 


Reigning Foxtel Cup champions Preston 
Lions has managed to clinch its first win of 
the 2008 season after defeating Frankston 
Pines by 1-0 at Monterey Reserve on 
Saturday. 

The all-important goal was secured in the 
26th minute by Tony Sterjovski after a great 
finish reminded spectators why he’s more 
than worthy of his Bill Fleming medal. 

A loose ball bobbled in the middle of the 
park until it was swooped on by Preston, 
setting Sterjovski free on the left before 
he cut in towards goal and neatly chipped 
the oncoming Frankston ‘keeper, Nikola 
Raganovic, from an acute angle. 

The goal however did come against the run 
of play and after Frankston ironically had the 
lion’s share of play. 

The trend continued well into the afternoon 
and Pines could consider themselves unlucky 
not to be among the scoresheet when Esala 
Masi had a goal disallowed for a debatable 
off-side decision with approximately ten 


minutes to go. 

After the match an upbeat Pines coach Adam 
Jamieson said, “Although we lost I couldn’t 
be happier with the team’s performance. 
I know Preston has lost a lot of players 
from last year, but I though we pretty much 
dominated them for most of the 90 minutes 
— except for Tony’s goal. It seems funny that 
we’ve only got one point from three games, 
but I think we’ve been one of the better 
playing sides in the competition, but we’re 
just not getting results.” 

He went on to add, “I’m normally a pretty 
honest coach and can admit if we’re playing 
an ordinary game, but I think we’re playing 
pretty well but we’re not getting the results 
we deserve at the moment. But, that’s 
football.” 

To add to Frankston’s early season woes 
Cameron Leopold, considered by many 
Foxtel Cup fans as one of the harder players 
of the competition and who was having a 
fantastic game on Saturday, was sidelined by 
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a crunching tackle that was scaringly similar 
to the one received by Arsenal’s Eduardo 
recently. 

Apparently, Leopold’s leg isn’t broke, but 
the latest news was that he was still unable to 
walk on Sunday afternoon. The club believes 
the injury will most likely keep him out for 
at least a few weeks. 

Preston coach Goran Lozanovski was quite 
satisfied with the away victory and had 
reason to believe that although his team 
are the champions, his current squad is still 
a work in progress. “It was a tough battle 
and they made it hard for us. Our biggest 
challenge was not to concede a goal early, 
but we pinched a goal and we’re very happy 
to come away with maximum points. I think 
this win will have a huge impact on the team. 
We lost a lot of players last year and lost 
some cohesion, so hopefully the players will 
bond a bit more in the next few weeks and 
keep getting the results.” 

Next week the Pines travel to Green Gully 
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Tony Sterjovski slips the ball past oncoming Pines goalkeeper Nikola Roganovic to net the Lions’ winner at Monterey Reserve on 
Saturday. It was Preston’s first win of the season while Frankston’s wait continues for at least another week. 
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while Preston hosts Heidelberg United at 
Connor Reserve. 


Match details: 


Frankston Pines: 


N.Raganovic, T.Malcolm, D.Black 
(D.Miller 72’), R.Duckworth, A.Skledar 
(C.Jones 60’), L.Trebbia, C.Leopold 


(J.Reichwein 88’), A.Fadljevic, C.Metcalfe, 
E. Masi, N. Waite. 


Goals: None 


Yellow cards: D.Black 31’, A.Fedljevic 37’. 
Red cards: None 


Preston Lions: 

L.Acevski, V.Pititto, L.Anastasiou, 
M.Gasparis (W.Spiteri 80’), N.Lazarevski 
(B. Georgioski 64’), T.Sterjovski (F-catalano 
79’), N.Schwal, R.Chillico, J.Sapazovski, 
M.Miskas, I. Kolevski. 


Goals: T.Sterjovski 26’. 


Yellow cards: M.miskas 76’, W.Spiteri 86’. 
Red cards: None 


Man of the match: 
Cam Leopold 
(Frankston Pines) 


Venue: Monterey Reserve 
Crowd: 300 


By Jason Gillick 


(Mondays - Thursdays) 


Photos by Darryl Kennedy 


Career Opportunities 
Kick start a career in 
Sport Journalism and 

photography with Goal! Weekly 


MENS, MIXED, WOMENS 
COMPETITIONS 


CALL: 0433 000 444 


Email: info@super5s.org 
Website: www.super5s.org 


Monday 3 March 2008 


WHITTLESEA 
ZEBRAS 


ze | 


fx) GREEN GULLY 
we CAVALIERS 


Tonight’s clash at Epping Stadium between 
the Whittlesea Zebras and the Green 
Gully Cavaliers sees both teams coming 
into this game with the same record of 
one draw and one defeat in their first two 
games of the season, and at this early stage 
of the season find themselves right down 
the bottom of the Foxtel Cup table. 

While it is still early to write either 
team off tonight’s contest will be vital for 
both teams to register their first three pointer 
of the season and not allow themselves to fall 
too far behind other sides in the competition 
at an early stage. 

The home side Whittlesea Zebras 
played off in the grand final last season but 
this season has been one of change at the 
Zebras with only five players from their team 
that played off in last season’s Grand Final 
playing last week in the rematch which they 
drew one all at Preston. They have lost some 
significant players losing Tex Apostolikas 
to Oakleigh and Hamlet Armenian to South 
Melbourne amongst others - two of the 
players who were vital to their run last season. 
They would also be smarting still from their 
opening round hammering by the youngsters 
from the AIS when they were handed a five 
goals to one mauling. The most concerning 
thing for their coach Peter Ollerton would 
have to be the fact that they have been ahead 
in both of their games so far this season and 
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not been able to take it all the way for three 
points. 

The visiting Green Gully have 
undergone somewhat of a change in the off- 
season with not many of the players who 
played in Gully last match of 2007, which 
incidentally saw the Zebras end Gully’s 
season in the elimination final. One major 
name that will be missing from the Gully 
teamsheet is Brandon Vassallo, who has 
hung the boots up after years of sterling 
service to the Cavaliers. It appears that Gully 
is in somewhat of a rebuilding phase and the 
first thing Ian Dobson will want to achieve 
is to get his squad to adopt a winning habit 
and find the back of the net. Nil all in the 
first round and a two nil loss last week at 
Richmond sees them as the only team in the 
top flight not to have scored a goal yet. Quite 
simply, you if don’t score goals then you 
can’t possibly expect to win games. There 
is of course quality in the Gully squad, the 
addition of Steve Tilovski in goals should end 
some of the defensive frailties of last season, 
but from this reporter’s perspective they’ll 
have to find a nose for goals if they are to be 
amongst the front-runners this year. 

I am predicting a good, open clash 
between two teams who will be keen to get 
their seasons going with a win. No doubt, 
much quality exists on both sides and there 
is the potential for goals and for action to 


IN SEARCH OF 
THE FIRST WIN 


KO 8.15pm Tonight at Epping Stadium 


The Zebras are shown here in casual attire during a pre-season function, but against the 
Gully tonight it will be anything but a casual affair. 


entertain those who venture out to Epping 
Stadium this evening. If this reporter has 
to pick a winner I would slightly favour 
the Zebras, only because they seem to have 
some goal scoring threat and I just don’t 
think that Gully has clicked as a squad yet. 
My Prediction? The Zebras to win 2-0 and 
notched their first three points for the season. 


Unfortunately, Gully will have to wait for 
another week for their turn to arrive. 

This same is being played tonight 
at 8:15pm at Epping Stadium Harvest Home 
Road, Epping. 


VICTORY STARS AT ZEBRAS JUNIOR CLINIC 


On Sunday 10th February, Steven Pace 
and Michael Theoklitos of the Melbourne 
Victory FC were invited to attend the 2008 
Annual Whittlesea Family Day Junior 
Clinic held at Epping Stadium between 
10am and midday. 

Invitations for the day were sent to 45 local 
primary and secondary schools and all local 
soccer clubs were also invited. 

The junior clinic was coordinated by the 
Whittlesea Zebras FC and was run by 
WZEFC senior players, Steve Martin and 
James Sherman. 

Steven Pace and Michael Theoklitos assisted 
around 200 boys and girls, participate 
in technical drills and fun competitions, 
involving juggling, passing and weaving 
through cones - just to name a few. 

Fun Football was present, and small sided 
games were set up as one of the many 
activities prepared for local boys and girls to 
enhance their skills. 

Many questions were asked and many photos 
were taken of the pair from the Victory, who 
were fantastic ambassadors for their club 


and the code, and excellent role models for 
the up and coming players of tomorrow. 

At the end of the clinic, the pair assisted 
the Whittlesea Zebras FC senior team in 


distributing show bags and give aways to 
those present. 

The Whittlesea Zebras FC would like to 
formally congratulate both Michael and 


Steven’s participationand the professionalism 
and maturity they demonstrated to the club, 
but more importantly, to the children of the 
City of Whittlesea. 


Results Vault @& footbal: 


Visit http://football.resultsvault.com for football results and statistics 
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WESTERN 
SUBURBS 


A five goal defeat of a listless 
Western Suburbs has corrected South 
Melbourne’s spluttering start to the 
season. The outstanding Fernando De 
Moraes and Visilios Natsioulas scored two 
goals each while Sam Poutakidis finalised 
the scoreline. 

South Melbourne was to be the 
more desperate of the two sides, coming off 
consecutive defeats that placed them square- 
ly at the bottom of the table. 

Both sides initially exhibited signs 
that they were still lacking sharpness in the 
early stages of the season, as wayward pass- 
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ITS SEASON 


Five goal romp kick-starts the year 


es became a feature of the first half. 

Fernando De Moraes, playing a 
linking role behind the front two and Goran 
Zoric on the left instantly struck a partner- 
ship that would provide telling throughout 
the match, it was their fluid combination that 
upon which South’s attacking prowess was 
based. 

De Moraes’ first impression on the 
match came after six minutes when, follow- 
ing a driving run, he hit the inside of the 
of the right hand post from 20 yards. This 
would be the first stanza of his devastating 
60 minute participation in the match. 


High fives all round! South Melbourne players celebrate another goal while coach John 
Anastasiadis yells for the players to go and get some more on the scoreboard. 
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His next significant input came in 
the 29th minute after interchanging passes 
on the left with Zoric and cutting back to a 
strike from a similar position as his earlier 
attempt. His effort showed a technical recali- 
bration as the ball this time curled into make 
it into the bottom of the net to make it 1-0. 

Three minutes later and De Moraes’ 
influence would once again be felt. This time 
he acted as the provider as he ghosted past 
the Western Suburbs defence before sending 
a ball to the far post for Visilios Natsioulas 
to side foot the ball into the net. 

South had by this stage begun to 
jettison the rustiness that had plagued parts 
of their early play. While Western Suburbs 
made little of their possession and balls into 
their area were scarce. 

The close of the first half present- 
ed Suburbs with their best opportunity of 
the match as Dimi Hatzimouratis was put 
through on goal on the halfway line but his 
effort dribbled tamely wide of the goal. 

As the match progressed, the Sub- 
urbs defence became growingly distressed 
as South’s newly formed attacking partner- 
ship of Hamlet Armenian and Gianni De 
Nittis began working coherently. However, 
it would be Natsioulas once again who in- 
creased South’s lead to 3-0 in the 55th min- 
ute. 

Suburbs’ defence was caught flat in 
their defensive box as Armenian’s powerful 
shot rebounded into the path of Natsioulas to 
side-foot home. 

Minutes later, De Moraes made his 
final and most exquisite mark on the game 
when he curled a perfectly directed free kick 
from 20 yards into the top right hand corer 
of the net off the upright. This would be his 
last act as he was substituted due to a lack of 
match fitness. One must wonder what he will 
be capable of once full fitness is reached. 

The latter stages of the match were 
almost entirely under the control of South 
Melbourne as Suburbs struggled to mount 
any true threats to South’s goal, while South 
regularly peppered Suburbs’ ‘keeper Gal Stj- 
epan. 

It was left to Sam Poutakidis to 
punctuate his side’s performance by driving 
a low shot into the bottom right hand comer 
of the net following work from Armenian on 
the opposite side of the area. 

South Coach John Anastasiadis was 
predictable pleased with his side’s perfor- 
mance and paid tribute to their endeavour. 
“It was great the way we applied ourselves 


today from the first whistle,” Anastasiadis 
said. 

“We had intensity, we had passion. 
We wanted the game, we wanted the win. 
There was a lot at stake today and the boys 
played a super game and deservedly go the 
result...But there are always things to ap- 
prove on.” 


Match details: 


South Melb: 

D.Anastasiadis, AWVan Dommele (S.Nunes 
48’), S.O’dor, H.Armenian, V.Natsioulas, 
G.Zoric, T. La Verde, R. Tavsancioglu, F: 
De Moraes (J. Vasquez 60’), G. De Nittis, S. 
Poutakidis 


Subs: S.Nunes, J. Vasquez, N.Caldwell, 
Y. Yusuf, N. Jelic 


Scorers: F. De Moraes (29’, 59”), 
V.Natsioulas (32’, 55’), S. Poutakidis (’85) 


Yellow cards: G. De Nittis (74) 
Red cards: None 


Western Suburbs: 

G. Stjepan, J. Cvetanovski (R.Dimianou 
73’), T:Anoniadis, E.Cetkin, A.Tsonis, 
L.Kindtner, D.Hatzimouratis, V.Siandis, 
T.Razov, M.Batur, J.P Javary (E.Karavitis 
45) 


Scorers: None 


Yellow cards: None 
Red cards: None 


Man of the Match: 
EF. De Moraes 
(South Melbourne) 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium 
Crowd: 1000 


By Sebastion Kipman 


Photo by Theres Duffy 
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ELITE GOALKEEPING 
ACADEMY 


SAM Ciitting eigebae" 
“4 “Pohe on one intens 
sessions ‘ 
- Approved methods 
used by world’class 
keepers 


TEL: 0425 766 266 /Gainconfidence in go 
CUTTING EDGE KEEPING 


EDDIE KRNCEVIC’S 


SOCCER SERVICES 
CMa eciekmcevic@hotmail.com 


- Private sessions & instruction 


- In depth position trainng gz 
- Coaching clinics w coir a 
- Refining skills | Wes 
- Player development 7» , 
- Complete consulting iS a4 
- Professional experience . , 
- Former Socceroo & 
European Top Goalscorer |g 
- Official FIFA player agent 


When you want to be the best... 


80 Flinders Street Melbourne 


Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm 


ARE YOU A FUTURE 
FOOTBALL STAR? 


At Football Star Academy we 
develop your soccer skills 
and knowledge to play the 
game better, tactically and 
technically. Our FFA licenced 
coaches include current A- 
League palyers and other 
high profile international 
players. Register for One on 
One & Semi Private training 
or Team Coaching & Clinics. 
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(03) 9645 1440 


Reservoir Unique 
Sports & Trophies 


SPORTSPOWER 
54 Edwardes Street Reservoir VIC 3073 
Ph: (03) 9460 9972 Fax: (03) 9460 5879 
Email: rsports@bigpond.net.au 


Specialising in... 

«3 Quality Boots 

¢3 Team Uniforms 

¢3 Training Gear 

¢” Soccer Balls 

e@ Trophies & Medals 

e® Full Range of Sports 
fAipparel 

©3 Top Goalkeeper 
Equipment 

<3 Competitive Prices ¢ All Club Enquiries Welcome 


: a eh 
Serving Victorian Football Since 1981 


RIVER PLATE FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
Official branch of CA River Plate FC 
“The Giants of South American Football” 
For enquiries contact: 


Daniel Santomil 


0411 517 479 
www.riverplateaustralia.com 
riverplateaustralia@hotmail.com 
School Holiday Camps - School Clinics 
All year round Skill Programs - Overseas Trips 
Player Management Services - Sports Medicine Support 


“By Far The 
Greatest” 


Trading & collecting has become an 
international addiction. 


Card Zone stocks the cards you seek... 


A-league cards - A-League Signature cards 
Official A-League Albums - Socceroo cards 
2006 World Cup Germany cards 
Non-sport Collector cards 
Also stockists of AFL, NFL & Cricket 


www.cardzone.com.au 


4 sper SOUTH EASTERN PIRANHAS 
a FOOTBALL CLUB INC. 


Ak 
> FOOTBALL CLUB INC. 


PO Box 79 
Olinda 3788 


Louise Twohig Res 
Dandenong North 
Victoria Australia 


Ce 


Affiliated to 
C.A River Plate - Argentina 
River Plate Oceania Inc 


POSITIONS AVAILABLE FOR 
JUNIOR AND SENIOR TEAMS 2008 


Under 9’s: Four spots still available for suitable young players. 
Under 10’s & 11’s: Various positions still available for talented 
young players. 

Youth & Senior: We're also looking for players to represent our 
newly formed Reserve & Senior teams in the Provi League 3rd Division 
with ambition to gain promotion under the River Plate banner. 


santimilpiranhas@hotmail.com 


0411 517 479 


www.riverplateaustralia.com 


All enquiries 
contact 
Daniel Santomil 
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Melbourne 
Victory 
2008 Asian 
Champions 
League 
Home Shirt 
now in Store! 


APPROVED 
CLUB AND 
TEAM WEAR 
SUPPLIER. 


GET YOUR 
OBLIGATION FREE 
QUOTE TODAY!! 


FOOTBALL FOR THE TRUE FANS 


197 Swan St Richmond Vie 3121, Tel:03 9426 3066 


OFFICIAL - LICENSED - EXCLUSIVE 
ARGUABLY VICTORIA’S #1 FOOTBALL STORE!! 


WORLD OF SOCCER 


Specialists in all Soccer Requirements 


Boots Videos 
Shirts é, DVD's 
Shinpads fi 9% “gO Pins 
Gloves Baeate- te SM Cones 
Socks aX SP Sess 2 Bibs 
Scarves ts ‘ Caps 
Posters Books 
Club gear & T-shirts 
Merchandise Pennants 
Portable goals Field Equipment 


Shop 1/48 McCrae St Tel: 9794 5860 
Dandenong VIC 3175 Fax: 9795 5950 


Eastern Lious FC proudly presents 


THE BENDIGO 
BANK CUP 


Saturday March ‘st - Results 


Reserves Southern Stars V Cranbourne 4-2 | FREE ENTRY 


Seniors Southern Stars VeCrapbournee 0 - 0 


Reserves Eastern LionSiSandringham 3 - 1 
Seniors astern Lions V Sandringham 3 - 0 


Food 


and 
Souihem stairs sandningham Pitch 2 Drinks 
Southern Stars V Sandringham Pitch 1 s 
Available 
Eastern Lions V Cranbourne Pitch 2 
Eastern Lions Wi@hanijeurne Pitchat 


Satiitday Varéh Sth 
Resemes 200 
Seniors 2.0Q) 


Reserves 2.00 
Seniors 4.00 


For further 
information 
contact 


: ; Norm Willcocks 
Eastern Lions V Southern Stars Pitch 2 0416 036 346 


Eastern Lions V Southern Stars Pitch 1 


Saturday Marchetti 
Reserves #12100 
Seniors 200 


Sandringham yeGranbouimesencn 2 
Sandringhanr V @ranourngPitch 1 


Reserves 2.00 
Seniors 4.00 


Eastern Lions Soccer Club - Gardiners Reserve, Sixth Ave, Burwood 
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cio JOHN ANGELOVSKI 


WHIT TLESEA ZEBRAS FC 


23 
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FULL NAME: John Angelovski 

BIRTHPLACE: Melbourne Australia 

BIRTH DATE: 16 July 1976 

HEIGHT: 177cm 

WEIGHT: 76Kg’s 

MARRIED: Almost 

CAR: Subaru Liberty 

OCCUPATION OUTSIDE OF FOOTBALL: 

Project Manager - Construction 

NICKNAME: Nashi 

PREVIOUS CLUBS: AIS, Sydney Olympic, Preston Lions, 
Fawkner / Whittlesea, Altona Magic 

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS: 

U/21 Young Socceroos @ Youth World Cup in Qatar 
CHILDHOOD FOOTBALL HERO: Marco Van Basten 
FAVOURITE O/S PLAYER: Christian Ronaldo 
FAVOURITE V-LEAGUE PLAYER: Mark Vazzochi 
FAVOURITE FORMER SOCCEROO: Craig Moore 
FAVOURITE CURRENT SOCCEROO: Tim Cahil 

MOST MEMORABLE MATCH AS A PLAYER: 

Australia Vs Germany (World Youth Cup 1995) 

MOST MEMORABLE MATCH AS A FAN: 

Australia Vs Uruguay — World Cup Qualifier 

MOST MEMORABLE GOAL YOU’VE SCORED: | honestly have 
to go back to U/14 Vic Squad trials. My keeper played the ball out 


(cove) 


to me and in those days we could back pass to the keeper. The 
striker who was actually big ‘Viduks’ closed me down so instead 
of knocking it long to safety, | decided to chip it back over Viduks’ 
head into the keeper’s hands. Top corner pigeon. Enough said! 
FUNNIEST MOMENT IN FOOTBALL: Actually last weekend, 
Preston Vs Whittlesea. I’ve never witnessed a striker attempt to 
shoot while stationary, miss the ball completely, loose balance 


and fall over inside the box. Nick Laza is going to kill me for this! 


S 


Deserves an Oscar! 

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Not giving myself the opportunity 
to further my career at a younger age overseas. 

WORST INJURY: Knee Reconstruction in earlier days 

MOST DIFFICULT OPPONENT: Esala Masi 

FAVOURITE AWAY GROUND: 

BT Conner Reserve (Preston Lions home ground) 
SUPERSTITIONS: Vicks on the shirt and nose before the game. 
TYPICAL MATCH DAY MEAL: Anything as long as not within four 
hours of game, and plenty of fluids 

WHAT ARE YOUR STRENGTHS: Being able to get under the 
skin of most opponents without even saying a word. 

WHAT ARE YOUR WEAKNESSES: Being able to get under the 
skin of most referees before the game even starts! 

FAVOURITE TEAM WHEN GROWING UP: 

Preston Makedonia in the good old NSL days. 

FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS: Running, Weight training, Cricket 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTSPERSON: 

Jonathon Brown — what a gun! 

FAVOURITE FOODS: Anything Spicy 

FAVOURITE ACTOR/ACTRESS: Matt Damon 

HOBBIES: Music, keeping fit. 

FAVOURITE HOLIDAY RESORT: Fiji 

FAVOURITE NIGHTSPOT: What's a nightspot? 

IDEAL DATE: Lost in a jungle with Evangeline Lily. 

FAVOURITE TV SHOWS: Lost, Any sports shows. 

FAVOURITE MUSIC: Anything by DJ John Course 

FAVOURITE FILM: Any of the Jason Bourne movies 

LAST SOCCER SHIRT YOU BOUGHT: 

AC Milan top about 15 years ago 

FUNNIEST RUMOUR YOU’VE HEARD ABOUT YOURSELF: 
That | was in line to win the Gold Medal award last season as 
voted by the referees. Yeah right! 

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: 

Of course dad and also Ron Smith when at AIS 

BIGGEST DRAG IN SOCCER: Linesman who constantly tell me 
to keep my hands off my opponents. Can | say that??? 
FOOTBALL AMBITION: Finish career with a championship. 
WHICH PERSON IN THE WORLD WOULD YOU MOST LIKE 
TO MEET? : Flavour Flav (those that have Foxtel know who | am 
talking about). 

YOUR TIP FOR THIS YEAR’S V-LEAGUE: Mighty Zebras of 
course — Everyone reading this has probably already written us 
off! 
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hink of the name Jesse and immediate- 

ly a Wild West image of the infamous 

James gang springs to mind. Appropri- 
ately so in this instance because Richmond’s 
Jesse-James Krneevic can legitimately lay 
claim to being a son of a gun. 

He’s quick on the draw too and doesn’t 
take a backward step when assessing his side’s 
chances of Foxtel Cup success this season. 

“T really liked (senior coach) Doug Hodgson 
last year and when he went | didn’t really know 
what to expect. When Michael (Chatzitrifonas) 
took over as senior coach | didn’t know whether 
Id like him at the start but once I got used to 
his methods and realised what he was trying to 
do for us as individuals and as a team I started 
to really appreciate it. He’s been great,” said the 
23-year-old. 

“T think we’re a better side than last 
year. There’s more competition for places and 
I think that we’re a more confident side. If we 
go one down or even two goals down we’re still 
confident that we can come back and draw the 
game and even come back and win. I’ve never 
experienced that before.” 

The excitement in his voice when he 
talks about Richmond is a far cry from the disap- 
pointment of umpteen trials with professional 
clubs throughout Europe and the many frustrat- 
ing times in his playing career that he’s had to 
warm the bench. When he recounts his past, he 
even forgets the names of some of his coaches. 
Like the list of clubs he’s trialled with, the list of 
coaches he’s played under is lengthy. 

He describes one of his junior coaches 
as “a funny kind of coach. He had an Italian 
accent and the players used to take the piss out 
of him all the time. He loved his football, but to 
tell you the truth he had no idea.” Another coach 
is remembered as “some fat guy who was an 
absolute joke.” 

Krncevic was all of six years old when 
first confronted by the spectre of his famous 
father’s exploits. His dad, Eddie Krncevic, is 
one of the legends of Australian football with 17 
goals in 35 Socceroo appearances and a series 
of successful stints throughout Europe with 
Croatian giant Dinamo Zagreb, Belgian outfits 
Cercle Brugge, Anderlecht, FC Liege, Aalst and 
Charleroi, German side MSV Duisberg and Mul- 
house in France. And that’s putting his national 
league exploits in Australia to one side. 

Maybe it was a mistake to start playing junior 
football at the club you’re dad is still playing 
with. 


“T started with FC Liege when I was 
six and parents of the other players started com- 
paring me to dad. In the end I stopped playing 
in the juniors and took up tennis for a couple of 


Jesse Krncevic in action during the 
pulsating 2-2 draw between Foxtel 
Cup leaders Richmond Eagles and 
Melbourne Knights on Friday night. 


FEATURE 


Jesse Krncevic 


JESSE’S A SON OF GUN 


Just don t mention the word ‘trial’ to Eagles star 


years.” He was a pretty good junior tennis player 
too. His club side won the under-10 champi- 
onship in Belgium but any thoughts of a new 
sporting direction were abruptly halted when the 
youngster threw a McEnroe-type tantrum one 
day. 

“T was playing against this other kid 
for the singles title when I lost my temper and 
threw my racquet. That’s when dad decided that I 
should stop playing tennis.” 

When the family moved back to 
Australia in the mid 1990s Krncevic had spells 
at Doncaster Rovers and Keilor Park before join- 
ing Port Melbourne under-16s as a 14-year-old. 
His dad coached that side and Krncevic junior 
remembers that time as being under “one of the 
best coaches I’ve ever had. I had to perform, it 
was as simple as that, and we had a lot of mutual 
respect so I really enjoyed playing there.” 

When Eddie Krncevic was appointed Marconi 
coach for the 1999/2000 season, Jesse found 
himself playing for the Fairfield-based club’s 
under-16s. 

“T basically sat on the bench until I got 
a call-up to play for the Marconi colts in a new 
under-17 comp in NSW. That’s probably when 
I started playing better because someone had 
shown faith in me and I was getting game time.” 

When his father and Marconi parted 
company, Jesse stayed in Sydney to continue his 
schooling at Riverview College. Rival college, St 
Aloysius, was coached by the Northern Spirit un- 
der-17 coach who lured the youngster to his club 
side. It was an unhappy and short relationship. 

“They were a good side and were lead- 
ing the comp. I stayed there for three games as | 
recall. I started the first game then spent the next 
two on the bench. That was enough for me.” 
Another temporary respite from football ensued 
before the teenage Krncevic joined South 
Melbourne’s youth team for a five-game stint 
under former Socceroo goalie Jeff Olver. 

“It was a bit weird because I hadn’t 
been playing regularly but I really liked Jeff 
Olver as a coach. Some guys didn’t take to him 
because he can be very vocal, especially on 
matchdays, but he really knows his football and I 
rate him as a great motivator.” 

It was time now to hit the trials trial. 
In early 2003, Krncevic joined Anthony Pelikan 
and Roddy Vargas for trials at Dinamo Zagreb. 
He was there for three months, training with the 
first team and playing for the reserves. Miroslav 
Blazevic, former Croatia national coach, was in 
his fourth managerial spell at Dinamo. 

“Blazevic told dad that he wanted to 
keep me. About a week later I had a very bad 
case of food poisoning and ended up in hospital. 
It took a few weeks to recover from that and 
regain my fitness. Dinamo won the title that 
year but shortly after the club announced that 
Blazevic would be leaving. That was the end of 
my chances.” 

The teenage Krncevic took a break and 
holidayed on the picturesque Dalmatian coast 
before joining a Croatian Third Division side 
and “scoring a few goals” during his one season 
there. 

“There was a bit of interest from some 
Second Division sides but I went mad during 
winter there. I was brought up in cities all my life 
and while it’s great over there during the tourist 
season the place is dead in winter. I couldn’t 
stand it. Dad gave me the option of trialling with 
Charleroi or coming back to Australia.” 

And trial with Charleroi he did. 
Unsuccessfully. Next port of call was fellow 
Belgian outfit Mechelen for another trial, again 
unsuccessfully. Next stop English club Carlisle 
United with Cameron Pino. The pair featured in 
a trial game between the firsts and reserves. The 
reserves won 5—3 and Krncevic scored all five 
goals. But it didn’t take long for the euphoria of 
that game to diminish. When Carlisle told them 
that they had to foot their own hotel bill it was 
off to Scottish Premier League outfit Kilmarnock 
to link up with Danny Invincible, whose agent 
was and remains Eddie Krncevic. 

“Jim Jefferies (Kilmarnock manager) 
was fantastic and explained to us that his budget 
wouldn’t allow him to accommodate us. He rec- 
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ommended us to St Johnstone so for three weeks 
we left Glasgow early in the morning to go to 
Perth and train. It was a bit of a nightmare really. 
We played two games and I scored in both but at 
the end of the three weeks the coach wanted to 
keep Cameron but not me.” 

But never accuse Krncevic of giving 
up easily. Back to England he went, this time to 
Grimsby Town. 

“T was there for a week or so but it 
didn’t work out. I kept going back to Glasgow 
and staying at Danny Invincible’s house when 
dad called and told me that an agent had rung 
him to tell him that Crewe Alexandra needed a 
striker. 

“T was there for about a week and 
trained with the first team all the time. The 
manager was Dario Gradi and he told me that 
he already had players my age and ability in his 
reserves. I really appreciated his honesty.” 

By this stage Krncevic was all trialled 
out. He phoned his dad and told him that enough 
was enough and the youngster headed back to 
Australia. A miserable spell at South Melbourne 
followed before former Socceroo Mehmet Dura- 
kovic lured Krncevic to Port Melbourne. 

“T came on at half-time for my first 
game with Port and we lost 4-1. After the game 
Mehmet resigned. I was really pissed off. I like 
Mehmet. Six games later I broke my leg and 
could only come back for the relegation game at 
the end of the season. But that was a disaster as I 
got sent off for the first time in my career.” 

It wasn’t a disaster for Port though as it won 

the 2005 promotion-relegation play-off against 
Thomastown Devils 4-3 on penalties at Bulleen’s 
ground after scores had been locked at 1—1 after 
extra time. 

In 2006 it was off on the trials trail 
again. He first went to St Pauli in Hamburg 
before trialling and signing for Fourth Division 
outfit KFC Uerdingen. On 21 January 2006, 
Krncevic played in a practice game against 
legendary Bayern Munich in front of 18,500 
spectators. Bayern paraded stars such as Michael 
Ballack and Bastian Schweinsteiger and although 
Uerdingen lost 4-0 Krncevic’s debut went well. 

“That practice game killed me ina 


way. I had a blinder and everyone was pumping 
me up in the media but I could never adapt to 

the system and the style of play in that league. I 
had a pretty miserable time there. In my second 
season the new coach played me as a defensive 
midfielder and I scored a few goals and kept 
setting up things but I'd score one week and be 
on the bench the next. The coach was leaving and 
the club was in financial trouble so it was pretty 
miserable all round.” 

The financial plight of the club was 
evident going back to that January 2006 friendly 
with Bayern. The match captured media attention 
through the introduction of Markus Oellers as 
an Uerdingen substitute four minutes before full 
time. He had secured his place on the squad with 
his winning bid of 2688 euros in an eBay auction 
staged as part of the club’s fight against insol- 
vency. 

Krncevic played four games for 
Richmond in 2007 before heading to Belgium 
for more trials. First he went to Lokeren but 
that proved unsuccessful so off he went to Zulte 
Waragem. “I was at Waragem for one training 
session, played one game, scored the only goal 
of the game, then was told that I wasn’t good 
enough.” 

He returned to Richmond and made a 
Round 22 appearance in which he scored (in an 
8-0 drubbing of Sunshine Georgies) to maintain 
his feat of scoring in all five appearances for the 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve outfit last season. 

He started the 2008 Foxtel Cup season in fine 
fashion and his sights are no longer fixed firmly 
on Europe. 

“T just want to play regularly and score 
some goals. I started uni last week, a Bachelor of 
Arts course, and there are a few career paths ’m 
interested in. We’ll see what develops.” 

One thing that is unlikely to develop 
is another series of overseas trials. That’s good 
news for Richmond and for Foxtel Cup fans and 
maybe, just maybe, in a few years time we’ll be 
talking about another Krncevic’s scoring exploits. 


By Craig MacKenzie 
Photos by Steve Starek 
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Altona Magic notched up their first win 
of the 2008 Foxtel Cup with a 3-2 victory 
over Fawkner at the C. B. Smith Reserve 
on Sunday night. 

A second half Michael Curcija hat 
trick gave the Magic all three points, a brace 
from Joseph Youssef not enough to give the 
Blues a share of the spoils. 

The win was made all the more 
impressive after fifteen year old Kieran Mc- 
Dowell replaced regular goal keeper Peter 
Zois who withdrew from the game just min- 
utes before kickoff for family reasons. 

The match got off to a slow start 
with the first half becoming a stalemate with 
few chances for either side. 

Altona’s best opportunity came in 
the 37th minute through Curcija, who ran 
onto the ball after a mix up in the Fawkner 
defence. 

However his low shot was comfort- 
ably saved by Blues goal keeper Pasi Schw- 
alger. 


Fawkner had their best chance three 
minutes later when Jason Principato’s shot 
was cut out by Pece Cergovski when he had 
found space on the edge of the area. 


FOXTEL 
Round 3 


CURCIJA DISPLAYS THAT 
OLD FASHIONED MAGIC 


Hat-trick sinks courageous blues 


The deadlock didn’t last long into 
the second half however, Curcija giving the 
Magic the lead just three minutes after the 
restart. 

Pece Siveski was brought down 
right on the edge of the area, and Curcija 
curled home the free kick via the upright. 

Three minutes later it was 2-0 as 
Henry Fa’arodo found Curcija inside the 
6-yard box, and with Fawkners defence no- 
where to be seen he tapped in his second. 

On 63 minutes Fawker pulled one 
back when Joseph Youssef rose highest to 
nod home Yianni Galanos’ cross. 

Curcija looked to have won the 
match for Altona when he brought up his hat 
trick in the 70th minute. 

Stiven Mrkela crossed the ball to 
back post, and Curcija trapped it neatly and 
shot straight at Schwalger, who somehow 
managed to let the ball squirm under him. 


But again it was Youssef who pulled Faw- 
kner back into game in the 81st minute, his 
looping header just out of reach for McDow- 
ell. 


Both sides had chances in the final 


ten minutes, but in the end the 3-2 score- 
line was enough for Altona to take all three 
points and leaves Fawkner winless so far this 
season. 

Altona coach Vlado Tortevski was pleased 
to get their first win on the board. 

“Tn the first half we were good posi- 
tionally but we didn’t look dangerous going 
forward,” said Tortevski. 

“We made a few changes and 

opened it up in the second half which was 
good,” he said. 
““We’ve shown that we can play with the best 
teams in the competition and now we’ve got 
the win on the board so we can build from 
here.” 


Match details: 


Fawkner: P. Schwalger, M. Bosevski, C. 
Tack, Z. Younan (M. Pacovski 57’), J. Prin- 
cipato (M. Alibeyi 78’), J. Youssef, N. Is- 
mail, R. Napoli (Y. Galanos 57’), B. Masic, 
B. Cogger, G. Petrovic 


Goals: J. Youssef 63’, 81’ 


Yellow Cards: R. Napoli 6’, P. Schwalger 
44’ 
Red Cards: none 


Altona: K. McDowell, S .Mrkela, C. An- 
thopoulos, D. Mladenovic, H. Fa’arodo, C. 
Recchia, M. Curcija (C. Sweeney 89’), P. 
Siveski , A. Sherifovski (C. Rachowski 69’) 
T. McSorley P. Cergovski 


Goals: M. Curcija 47’ 50’ 70’ 

Yellow Cards: A. Sherifovski 22’, P. Siveski 
31’, M. Curcija 66’ 

Red Cards: none 

Man of the Match: 

M. Curcija 

(Altona Magic) 


Crowd: 300 


By Lachlan Taylor 
Photos by Daniel Flis 


Altona Magic’s Soloman Island international striker Henry Fa’arodo gives chase to Fawkner’s Ralph Napoli during the five goal thriller at CB Smith Reseve yesterday. 
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All Foxtel Cup photos now available on our brand new website 
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Early table pacesetters Richmond hosted 
Melbourne Knights in front of a good Friday 
night crowd. 

The home side fielded an unchanged 
starting line-up to the team which defeated Green 
Gully 2-0, with George Goutzioulis over a sus- 
pension and brought onto the bench to make his 
debut for the club. The Knights brought in Marko 
Kuna for Steve Iosifidis, who was sent off in the 
1-1 draw at home to Altona Magic. 

A throw in from Semir Sivic saw a flick on 
reach Jesse Krncevic, but he was unable to get 
any power into a header which Knights keeper 
Savas Ozdemir had little trouble gathering. Five 
minutes into the game Stuart McCluskey picked 
up a loose ball at the back, playing it right to Siv- 
ic. Sivic fed Richie Cardozo who beat a man and 
then sent the ball back to Sivic who had made a 
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FOXTEL 
Round 3 


EAGLES HOLD OUT 


2-2 AGAINST KNIGHTS 


Four goals shared in pulsating contest 


run deep into the corner, from where he sent in 
superb ball which Michael Catalano headed into 
the net at the near post for the opening goal of 
the game. 

Joe Spiteri’s tackle on Richie Cardozo in the 
fourteenth minute saw him go in the referee’s 
notebook, as the Knights struggled to match Rich- 
mond’s early intensity. Two minutes later there 
was a strong appeal for handball when a corner to 
the far post saw the ball strike Spiteri’s raised arm 
as he challenged for the ball with McCluskey, but 
referee Phil Taverna ignored the claim. 

Another foul on Richie Cardozo saw Craig Elvin 
booked for the Knights. Sivic and Richie Cardozo 
combined again for Sivic to send in a dangerous 
low ball to the near post which was cleared by the 
Knights under immense pressure. In the twenty- 
third minute Cameron Watson struck the cross- 


bar with a free-kick from twenty-five yards out, 
slightly to the left of goal. From a free-kick in the 
same spot a minute later the Knights found their 
equaliser. Watson found Elvin at the far post, and 
he headed the ball square for Anthony Pelikan to 
follow up with a simple tap-in to put the teams 
back on level terms. 

Watson volleyed over on the half hour after a 
lay-off from James Timmons. Four minutes later 
a Sivic cross to the far post saw Catalano’s vol- 
ley blocked for a corner. Half-time came with 
the score unchanged, Richmond perhaps rueing 
failing to capitalise on their early supremacy and 
the Knights having done well to get back into the 
game. 

Three mintues into the second half Stuart Web- 
ster was forced into a good save from Spiteri who 
was played in after a pass from Zoran Cvetkovski 
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Junior Catalano celebrates with Semir Sivic after opening the scoring for the Eagles on Friday night against the Knights. 


gave the ball away to Watson. At the other end 
Krncevic had a header from a Richie Cardozo 
cross disallowed for offside. In the fifty-fourth 
minute Krncevic got the ball out on the left, cut- 
ting inside and running towards goal before un- 
leashing a shot from thirty yards which hit the 
corner frame of the goal, Pablo Cardozo first to 
the rebound with a diving header to restore the 
lead to the Eagles. 

Watson stuck the post with a fierce strike five 
minutes later, and Richmond clung on after the 
first rebound saw a shot blocked and the second 
put wide of the goal. Two minutes later Spiteri 
shot wide as the Knights began to gain the upper 
hand. Substitute Alex Kiratzoglu shot wide in the 
sixty-fifth minute before Cevtkovski put a volley 
wide for the home side. 

Krncevic fired a shot at Ozdemir after Aaran 
Lines had sent him away. With fifteen minutes re- 
maining, a ball into the box to Zoran Petrevski 
saw Antun Kovacic fould the Knights striker and 
concede a penalty. Skipper Tommy Milardovic 
stepped up to convert the spot-kick and get his 
side back on level terms. 

Richmond faded out of the game somewhat, 
having conceded the lead twice they were now 
struggling to match the invigorated Knights. Ivan 
Franjic shot well over the target with four min- 
utes left, but in the end both sides would have to 
settle for a share of the points. For the unbeaten 
Eagles, it meant they would stay near the head of 
the table. The Knights, also unbeaten, are left still 
seeking their first win. 


Match details: 


Richmond Eagles: 

St.Webster, A.Lines, S.McCluskey, D.Tsiaras, 
J.Krncevic, R.Cardozo (N.Kalambokis 79’), 
P.Cardozo, A. Kovacic, Z. Cvetkovski, M. Catalano 
(Goutzioulis 65’). 


Goals: M.Catalano 5’ P.Cardozo 55’. 


Yellow Cards: A.Lines, R. Cardozo, Z.Cvetkovski 
Red Cards: None 


Melbourne Knights: 

S.Ozdemir, T-Milardovic, M.Grbesa, C.Elvin, 
I.Franjic, C.Watson, J.Timmons (A.Zahra 69’), 
M.Kuna (Kiratzoglu 79’), A. Pelikan, Z.Petrevski, 
J.Spiteri (A. Barisic 64’). 


Goals: A. Pelikan 24’, T.Milardovic 75’. 

Yellow Cards: J.Spiteri 14’ C.Elvin 20 A.Barisic 
76’ 

Red Cards: None 

Man of the Match: Cameron Watson (Knights) 


Venue: Kevin Bartlett Reserve 
Crowd: 800 


By Mark Boric 
Photos by Steve Starek 
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Goal! Weekly 


Round 1 

Tues 25 Mar 8:30PM GSL v Sth Melb Darebin Intl Soccer Cntr 
Tues 25 Mar 8:30PM Preston Lions v Keilor Park DISC 

Tues 25 Mar 9:00PM Eastern Lions v Bendigo Vipers DISC 
Wed 26 Mar 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Heidelberg Utd DISC 
Wed 26 Mar 8:30PM Sandringham v Eltham Nth DISC 

Wed 26 Mar 8:30PM Ashburton v Casey Comets DISC 


Round 2 

Sat 29 Mar 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v GSL Beischer Oval 

Sun 30 Mar 1:00PM Casey Comets v Box Hill Inter Comets Stdm 
Sun 30 Mar 1:00PM Keilor Park v Sandringham Keilor Park Reserve 
Sun 30 Mar 1:00PM Sth Melb v Preston Lions Bob Jane Stdm 

Sun 30 Mar 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Eastern Lions Olympic Village 
Sun 30 Mar 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Ashburton Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 3 

Fri4 Apr 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Eltham Nth Wembley Park 

Sat 5 Apr 3:00PM Sandringham v Sth Melb RJ Sillitoe Reserve 

Sat 5 Apr 4:00PM GSL v Eastern Lions Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 6 Apr 1:00PM Preston Lions v Bendigo Vipers BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 6 Apr 1:00PM Casey Comets v Heidelberg Utd Comets Stdm 

Sun 6 Apr 3:00PM Ashburton v Keilor Park Ashburton Park 


Last season’s Gold Medal winner Georgie Koutouvelis 
will once again be leading the charge 
for Box Hill Inter in 2008. 


Round 4 

Sat 12 Apr 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Sandringham Beischer Oval 

Sat 12 Apr 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Preston Lions Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sun 13 Apr 1:00PM Keilor Park v Box Hill Inter Keilor Park Reserve 

Sun 13 Apr 1:00PM Sth Melb v Ashburton Bob Jane Stdm 

Sun 13Apr 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v GSL Olympic Village 

Sun 13 Apr 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Casey Comets Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 5 

Fri 18 Apr 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Sth Melb Wembley Park 

Sat 19 Apr 3:30PM Sandringham v Eastern Lions DISC 

Sun 20 Apr 1:00PM Preston Lions v GSL BT Connor Reserve 

Sun 20 Apr 1:00PM Casey Comets v Keilor Park Comets Stdm 

Sun 20 Apr 3:00PM Ashburton v Bendigo Vipers Ashburton Park 

Sun 20 Apr 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Heidelberg Utd Eltham Nth Reserve 


Heidelberg United broke Box Hill’s sequence of five WPL titles in a row in 2007. Can the Bergers go back to back in ‘08? 


ENISIFOXTERGUE 


‘Fixtu t 2008 


Round 6 

Sat 26 Apr 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Box Hill Inter Beischer Oval 

Sat 26 Apr 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Ashburton Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sat 26 Apr 4:00PM GSL v Sandringham Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 27 Apr 1:00PM Keilor Park v Eltham Nth Keilor Park Reserve 

Sun 27 Apr 1:00PM Sth Melb v Casey Comets Bob Jane Stdm 

Sun 27 Apr 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Preston Lions Olympic Village 


Round 7 

Fri 2 May 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Eastern Lions Wembley Park 

Sat 3 May 3:00PM Sandringham v Preston Lions RJ Sillitoe Reserve 
Sun 4 May 1:00PM Casey Comets v Bendigo Vipers Comets Stdm 
Sun 4 May 1:00PM Keilor Park v Heidelberg Utd Keilor Park Reserve 
Sun 4 May 3:00PM Ashburton v GSL Ashburton Park 

Sun 4 May 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Sth Melb Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 8 

Sat 10 May 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Eltham Nth Churchill Reserve (Benalla) 
Sat 10 May 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Casey Comets Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sat 10 May 4:00PM GSL v Box Hill Inter Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 11 May 1:00PM Sth Melb v Keilor Park Bob Jane Stdm 

Sun 11 May 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Sandringham Olympic Village 

Sun 11 May 1:00PM Preston Lions v Ashburton BT Connor Reserve 


Round 9 

Fri 16 May 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Preston Lions Wembley Park 

Sun 18 May 1:00PM Casey Comets v GSL Comets Stdm 

Sun 18 May 1:00PM Keilor Park v Bendigo Vipers Keilor Park Reserve 
Sun 18 May 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Sth Melb Olympic Village 

Sun 18 May 3:00PM Ashburton v Sandringham Ashburton Park 

Sun 18 May 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Eastern Lions Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 10 

Sat 24 May 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Sth Melb Beischer Oval 

Sat 24 May 3:00PM Sandringham v Box Hill Inter RJ Sillitoe Reserve 

Sat 24 May 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Keilor Park Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sat 24 May 4:00PM GSL v Eltham Nth Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 25 May 1:00PM Preston Lions v Casey Comets BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 25 May 3:00PM Ashburton v Heidelberg Utd Ashburton Park 


Round 11 

Fri 30 May 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Ashburton Wembley Park 

Sat 1 Jun 1:00PM Casey Comets v Sandringham Comets Stdm 
Sat 1 Jun 1:00PM Keilor Park v GSL Keilor Park Reserve 

Sat 1 Jun 1:00PM Sth Melb v Eastern Lions Albert Park - Fld 13 
Sat 1 Jun 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Bendigo Vipers Olympic Village 
Sat 1 Jun 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Preston Lions Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 12 

Sun 8 Jun 1:00PM Sth Melb v GSL Albert Park - Fld 13 

Sun 8 Jun 1:00PM Keilor Park v Preston Lions Keilor Park Reserve 
Sun 8 Jun 1:00PM Casey Comets v Ashburton Comets Stdm 

Sun 8 Jun 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Box Hill Inter Olympic Village 
Sun 8 Jun 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Sandringham Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 13 

Fri 13 Jun 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Casey Comets Wembley Park 

Sat 14 Jun 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Heidelberg Utd Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sat 14 Jun 3:30PM Sandringham v Keilor Park DISC 

Sat 14 Jun 4:00PM GSL v Bendigo Vipers Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 15 Jun 1:00PM Preston Lions v Sth Melb BT Connor Reserve 

Sun 15 Jun 3:00PM Ashburton v Eltham Nth Ashburton Park 


Round 14 

Sat 21 Jun 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Preston Lions Beischer Oval 
Sat 21 Jun 3:00PM Eastern Lions v GSL Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sun 22 Jun 1:00PM Sth Melb v Sandringham Albert Park - Fid 13 
Sun 22 Jun 1:00PM Keilor Park v Ashburton Keilor Park Reserve 
Sun 22 Jun 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Casey Comets Olympic Village 
Sun 22 Jun 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Box Hill Inter Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 15 

Fri 27 Jun 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Keilor Park Wembley Park 

Sat 28 Jun 3:00PM Sandringham v Bendigo Vipers RJ Sillitoe Reserve 
Sat 28 Jun 4:00PM GSL v Heidelberg Utd Latrobe City Sports Club 
Sun 29 Jun 1:00PM Casey Comets v Eltham Nth Comets Stdm 

Sun 29 Jun 1:00PM Preston Lions v Eastern Lions BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 29 Jun 3:00PM Ashburton v Sth Melb Ashburton Park 


Round 12 
Sat 5 Jul 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Eastern Lions Beischer Oval 


Round 16 

Sat 12 Jul 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Ashburton Beischer Oval 

Sat 12 Jul 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Sandringham Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sat 12 Jul 4:00PM GSL v Preston Lions Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 13 Jul 1:00PM Sth Melb v Box Hill Inter Albert Park - Fld 13 

Sun 13 Jul 1:00PM Keilor Park v Casey Comets Keilor Park Reserve 

Sun 13 Jul 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Eltham Nth Olympic Village 
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Ashburton’s Annabelle Gibney will hoping her side can 
push for honours once again this season. 


Round 17 

Sat 19 Jul 3:00PM Box Hill Inter v Bendigo Vipers Wembley Park 

Sat 19 Jul 3:00PM Sandringham v GSL RJ Sillitoe Reserve 

Sun 20 Jul 1:00PM Casey Comets v Sth Melb Comets Stdm 

Sun 20 Jul 1:00PM Preston Lions v Heidelberg Utd BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 20 Jul 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Keilor Park Eltham Nth Reserve 

Sun 20 Jul 3:00PM Ashburton v Eastern Lions Ashburton Park 


Round 18 

Sat 26 Jul 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Casey Comets Beischer Oval 

Sat 26 Jul 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Box Hill Inter Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sat 26 Jul 4:00PM GSL v Ashburton Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 27 Jul 1:00PM Preston Lions v Sandringham BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 27 Jul 1:00PM Sth Melb v Eltham Nth Albert Park - Fld 13 

Sun 27 Jul 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Keilor Park Olympic Village 


Shaun Parton’s Sandringham did well to adjust to the 
toughness of WPL and even made the finals in their first 
season in the big time. 


Round 19 

Fri 1 Aug 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v GSL Wembley Park 

Sat 2 Aug 3:00PM Sandringham v Heidelberg Utd RJ Sillitoe Reserve 
Sun 3 Aug 1:00PM Keilor Park v Sth Melb Keilor Park Reserve 

Sun 3 Aug 1:00PM Casey Comets v Eastern Lions Comets Stdm 
Sun 3 Aug 3:00PM Eltham Nth v Bendigo Vipers Eltham Nth Reserve 
Sun 3 Aug 3:00PM Ashburton v Preston Lions Ashburton Park 


Round 20 

Sat 9 Aug 2:45PM Bendigo Vipers v Keilor Park Beischer Oval 

Sat 9 Aug 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Eltham Nth Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sat 9 Aug 3:30PM Sandringham v Ashburton DISC. 

sat 9Aug 4:00PM GSL v Casey Comets Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 10 Aug 1:00PM Preston Lions v Box Hill Inter BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 10 Aug 1:00PM Sth Melb v Heidelberg Utd Albert Park - Fld 13 


Round 21 

Fri 15 Aug 8:30PM Box Hill Inter v Sandringham Wembley Park 

Sat 17 Aug 1:00PM Heidelberg Utd v Ashburton Olympic Village 
Sat 17 Aug 1:00PM Sth Melb v Bendigo Vipers Albert Park - Fld 13 
Sat 17 Aug 1:00PM Casey Comets v Preston Lions Comets Stdm 
Sat 17 Aug 1:00PM Keilor Park v Eastern Lions Keilor Park Reserve 
Sat 17 Aug 3:00PM Eltham Nth v GSL Eltham Nth Reserve 


Round 22 

Sun 24 Aug 3:00PM Ashburton v Box Hill Inter Ashburton Park 

Sun 24 Aug 3:00PM Sandringham v Casey Comets RJ Sillitoe Reserve 
Sun 24 Aug 3:00PM Preston Lions v Eltham Nth BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 24 Aug 3:00PM GSL v Keilor Park Latrobe City Sports Club 

Sun 24 Aug 3:00PM Eastern Lions v Sth Melb Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sun 24 Aug 3:00PM Bendigo Vipers v Heidelberg Utd Beischer Oval 
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CANNON BALL RUN 

Over the hills and far away 

With mein Led Zeppelin burning bright, 
The race is on, respect est gone 
Cabernet Sauvignon in full flight. 


Paying off your players with no cash in 
sight, 

Bank accounts underbelly, the Treasury’s 
delight. 

All the kids in a corner, flagellating on their 
X-Box 

They’re all Gig’d out rolling the rocks. 


Francaise is such a delicate language. This 
is not part of the poem. That horse just 
got put out of its misery. I spent the better 
part of my Sunday afternoon chatting to a 
French Mauritian by the name of Ben. Top 
bloke. Natted about everything, save the 
loopin’ weather. 


Salve to all the Latin misers and Senators. 
Down with the Aristocracy. Grind the 
Beauracracy. Up the Republic and ad hoc. 
Interesting results this round, bitter pill for 
some, Turkish Delight for others. Some 
teams are starting to Root Down. How 
we gonna kick it, yeah kick it root down. 
Oakleigh went cannon balling out ha har mi 


Nike Australia sponsors 
Nike is the official +4 ' 
as a range of footb 
1 juniors & seniors 


Gas Bagging, ciew & Views 


ISIGAN'STSIGAR) ts 


hearties Somers Steet way. Great to see the 
co-holders of the Cypriot Heavywight Title 
get along so well, it would’ve made Naberlan 
chuck a baklava at Kitsos. 


FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

Affiliation with culture clubs (minus that 
kolotripa “Boy Tzortz’) are seldom under 
sabotage these days. Thankfully for c’est 
moi, a lot of the old farts and tarts still speak 
with me about what football really is. A 
game of pash on. Love making without fear 
of consequence. Desire unbridled, ungirdled, 
and wanting to gallop around the park and 
into the goals, like a randy Kingston Town. 


The Geri, the ones that tick the tock, hold a 
gun to the clock, get together and see what’s 
happening. Yeah they’ve been there before. 
Minus a shotgun, chewin’ tobaccy on the 
porch of yer hooch, and whistlin’ Dixie. Too 
technical they say. Too much running, not 
enough ball play. Not enough finesse.... 


So to whom pray tell, do we bark at these 
days when there’s a terrorist loose among 
us? 

Freedom fighter one day; terrorist the next. 
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, unless 
you’re James Hetfield and then you put 
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all strips anf ball 


HOW TO ORDER 


To find out your nearest 
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Nike Team Wear Dealer call 


1300 656 453 


Orders not available from Nike 
direct to public and must go through 


a registered Nike Stockist. 
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heavy riffs over cacophonic 
Ulrich drums. 


Semi professional sounds like a 
part time hooker. 


PHOENIX 

Seems tome Mike Chatzitrifonas 
will be the next Victory coach. Is 
there anything this Spartan can’t 
do?. He’ ll be leading a 300 posse 
before long. Takes on any club, 
makes them a household name, 
gets promotions, premierships, 
pedestrians...has Victorian 
football in safe hands. One day 
he’ll get a hand on that Peter 
Tsolakis screamer free kick in 
°88 at Middle Park. You know 
the one. Hellas vs Heidelberg. 
30 year anniversary. Where Gus 
smacked a 30 meter ICBM into 
the top stench, hit pidgeons, 
cleaned the  spiderwebs.... 
turkey slapped Harry Micheil at 
half time. 


Stradiverius played a mean violin. 


A hey diddle diddle 

Fidel played the fiddle, 

Raul jumped over the moon. 

Red Bull laughed at sponsoring sport 


_ and the paparazzi lapped it up with a spoon. 


PRICE CHEQUE 

Great to read the sports section if and when 
I manage to tax a newspaper. Well tax is the 
apt verbatim. I stingy, hence Tsigan. Still 
trying to understand why newspapers don’t 
really have “news”, although it is on paper. 
Why is The Age the silly shape it is? It takes 
up half the dining floor, and folds as well as a 
sheet of Perspex. Great read though. Whinge 


whinge. Beach beach. 


Racing Lens is a French Football Team. 
Not a Canon on speed zoom. 


Danny Vukovic vs. Mark Shield 
Mark II 

Danny 0 

What the hell was he thinking? 
Perhaps indulge me in a scope. 
“That was a penalty!!!!" 

“"..your point, being..?” 

“That’s gonna cost us the game!!!” 
“Well theoretically, it'll only give you an 
equiliser.” 

“Touche..Gimme Five!” 


Potentially Danny will miss the Olympics. 


He could still qualify if he apologizes in the 


Referee’s Kingdom Hall with a hood on his 
head. A spanking is required, but it’s nothing 
_a good goalkeeper can’t handle. 


DAAS POLITIK 

Nonsense. 

Garbage. 
Falafel. 


Political Correctness is neither political, nor 
_ correct. 
_ When was the last time a government was 
elected to power because people were a 
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little too oversensitive to an opinion? Nazi 
Deutschland? The Whitlam Government? 
The Tories in the 80’s mit Dur Iron Lady 
Schweinnerwasser? 

If I called someone an obnoxious little weed, 
and was rapped over the knuckles as a result 
of it, ’'d scream blue murder. Fisty cuffs? 
Shepherd staffs? Magnificent Mace? I think 
not. 


Seems that the tongue is mightier than the 
sword, and the pen is all but for the shopping 
list. Everything else is dot com. 


I don’t care what color your skin is fellah, 
I don’t like you sticking your tongue at me, 
and shouting in my ear from point blank. If I 
desire a tongue licking, I’Il ask someone who’s 
breath smells like strawberries and who’s skin 
tastes like peach, not frikkin’ curry. 


Bin Laden time since I rock’d my roll 
Bin Laden time since I freak’d my soul 
Cuckoo’d my chew 

Sergeant Pepper and Saltis 

Voce in Gratis 

Cracker Barrel and Roquefort askew. 


Thanks for playing 
Tsigan Forever 


What, no gravy? 
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It was a strange league table in the Foxtel 
Cup after round two, with last season’s 
Grand Finalists, South Melbourne and 
Green Gully occupying the relegation 
spots. That’s if four relegation spots 
remain, as this is liable to change at any 
minute. 

Interesting to see the FFV launch 
a Strategic Direction 2008-2011, a bold 
initiative for an organisation which has been 
making things up as they go along for quite 
some time now. 

Part of direction is the “pathway” for 
juniors to seniors. In the same week of this 
announcement, the FFV website posted 
an article about Damir Vrbanovic heading 
a new Melbourne Knights Academy of 
Football, set up in partnership with Dinamo 
Zagreb, which in some eyes contains a clear 
pathway.... straight to the Croatian National 
Team! 

With two new teams coming into the A 
League, talent scouts are checking out the 
Foxtel Cup as the player recruitment drive 
begins. If the A League also needs another 
ref who can’t spot an overhead hand ball like 
Mark Shield in the Grand Final, I think one 
was discovered at Kevin Bartlett Reserve on 
Friday Night. 


KATSA’S KORNER 
0-3 


GIVE ME FIVE 

Let’s start the Ball rolling this week with 
the A-League Grand Final. Unfortunately 
the effects of another losing battle with J 
Walker prevents me from remembering any 
significant highlights from this match, apart 
form one... 

Central Coast’s keeper Vukovic’s 
“Hi 5” to referee Mark Shields earning him 
a 15 month suspension. 

The young Olyroo keeper wanted 
to reward Referee Shields for costing his 
team a penalty-kick after a Newcastle Jets 
player, James Holland, handled the ball in 
his own penalty-area - what better way to do 
that than to give Shields a “Hi 5” 

Now, Katsa went to the World Wide 
Web and in particular www.youtube.com, in 
order to see a replay of this very controversial 
incident. 

A slight slap to the hand of Shields 
by Vukovic hardly warrants a 15 month 
ban, if it does, then referees are a protected 
species, more so than a bottle of J Walker 
Blue Label! 

Also found on youtube under the 
heading “A-League Inconsistency” was a 
replay of Newcastle Jets Joel Griffiths who 
earlier on this Season gave an Assistant 
Referee a tap to his “Happy End” region - 
Griffiths however did not receive a 15 month 
ban, but rather, a “Yellow Ticket” 


\ 


Excuse me son, but which way to the 
referee’s room? 


The Preston Lions are having a charity 
match against the Victoria Police at BT 
Connor Reserve on Wednesday. In the past 
Melbourne Knights fans have tried playing 


a game (polo maybe) against the Mounted 
Police, only they didn’t have horses so it 
was a little disorganised. 

The Oscars were on during the week. 
If I can get the financing, don’t be 
suprised to see the great Charles “Bud” 
Tingwell take out Best Actor next year 
for his performance as a grizzled veteran 
hool in my Australian football hooligan 
movie. The scene where he stabs to death 
a Sydney fan (played by Paulie Fenech 
from Fat Pizza) to save Ernie Dingo’s life 
is probably the one they will use as the 
clip that goes with his nomination. 

Tottenham defeated Chelsea to 

capture the Carling Cup. This prompted 
a YouTube search for the Chas’n’ Dave 
classic Ossie’s Dream as performed with 
the Spurs squad on Top of the Tops in 
the early 1980’s. The real gem that can 
be found on YouTube, however, is Glenn 
Hoddle and Chris Waddle performing their 
song, Diamond Lights, on the same show. 
It is great viewing, Hoddle giving a total 
rockstar performance whilst Waddle appears 
disinterested and seems to stop miming a 
few times half-way through the song. 

The A League Awards were announced 
during the week. Of course given that Mark 


SHOW ME THE MONEY 
Whilst on the subject of the A-League, 
Australia has become an even better country 
for John Aloisi who is being chased by 
“Kossie’s Kings”, Sydney FC, for a reported 
salary payment to Aloisi of one sixth of 
Steve Austin. 

For the younger readers, Steve 
Austin was the Six Million Dollar Man back 
in the good ol’ days. 

One Million Dollars to play soccer 
in Australia, it gives a new meaning to the 
term, “The Lucky Country!” 


Works out to be only 3 million in 
Aussie dollars... 


THINKING BIG 

Down to the “House of Darebin” we go, 
and firstly Mark, please accept my heart felt 
apologies for not being able to attend the 


FFV’s presentation on its Strategic Direction 
2008-2011. 

I did however, sacrifice valuable 
Internet surfing time to read the presentation 
and there are certainly a number of good 
initiatives put forward. 

The headline on the FFV website 
did not do this presentation any real justice, 
as plonking a headline of “FFV Thinking 
Big by 2011” perhaps gives the punters a 
misguided view that the FFV is not thinking 
big at the present, for we all know that this is 
not actually the case. 

Another thing that had me reaching for the J 
Walker was the following statement on the 
FFV article. 

“The FFV board has_ travelled 
across the state discussing the future growth 
of the game with key stakeholders and will 
look to deliver on a clear vision for Victorian 
football, which will see it recognised as one 
of the top three sports in the state by 2011.” 

Correct me if I’m wrong, but 
Victorian Football currently has the highest 
level of junior participation of all codes 
and its showcase team, the Melbourne 
Victory, has attendance figures in the top 3 
sports currently, with only AFL and Cricket 
attendances beating it. 

Place a tick against this one lads 
and let’s aim a touch higher perhaps? 


LOCAL SCENE 

To the Foxtel Cup we go and the Scorer 
called me during the week and complained 
that it was very quiet on the Coach’s Sacking 


Roll out the barrel: Chas n’ Dave would have 


been knocking it out on the ol’ “Joanna” in 
North London this week, after their beloved 
Spurs finally landed some long awaited 
silverware. 


Shield was named Referee of the Year, they 
are totally meaningless. I think Joel Griffiths 
got a gong for Best Punch to a Match Official. 
Danny Vukovic was inelligible, his “strike” 
coming in the finals series so it didn’t count. 

Until next week, may your news be good 
news. 


Front. 

My advice to him was to go and find numbers 
1 and 2. He will need them shortly as the 
natives were getting restless at a few clubs 
whose starts to the season are not what they 
were expecting. 

Rumours doing the rounds this 
week is that if the Bob Jane outfit doesn’t 
get its act together by round five then heads 
could possibly roll... 


You snooze, you lose: The scorer’s 
security guard takes a cheeky kip before 
the silly season action begins... 


Short, but not so sweet this week. 
This is Katsa — Just as you’ve known him. 
And remember... 


Eat all of your but 


importantly. 


Greens, more 


Never, ever disappoint J Walker! 
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We’ve all heard the saying, “Let’s separate 
the men from the boys”? Well last Friday 
night, a very youthful MetroStars team 
proved that boys who play well can beat 
the men. 

At the Marden Sports Complex 
spectators at the Fairmont Homes Cup 
Final witnessed a battle between home- 
side Adelaide Blue Eagles and their eastern 
suburbs neighbours MetroStars, with the 
very youthful MetroStars team taking out 
the title with a 1:0 win in the dying stages of 
the game. 


Earlier on in the week, the Eagles who 
finished top of Group A in the competition 
had successfully beaten a very young but 
physical Western Strikers 1:0. The Strikers 
were given a second shot at the trophy after 
Para Hills Knights were disqualified from the 
competition for playing an ineligible player 
in their previous match, while MetroStars 
runners up of Group A, had a very strong 
2:1 win against the in-form Raiders, run- 
away winners of Group B. The Eagles were 
missing their strike force of new signings 
Alor Bulabek (ex Cumberland United) 
and Fortunato Filletti (ex Raiders) due to 
injuries. MetroStars Coach Mickey Barnett 
had headaches of his own, forced to go with 
the youth of the club due to unavailability 
of most of his starting eleven, again due 
suspensions or injuries. His team list ruled 
out most of his experienced players, starting 
with the huge loss of keeper Daniel Godley, 
confirmed with a fractured bone in his ankle 
sustained a couple of weeks ago that will 
keep him out for at least 6 weeks. Add to that 
new signings Louis Brain, Michael Pirone, 
Michael Mattriciani all injured, as well as 
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METROSTARS WIN FAIRMONT HOME CUP 


Young stars shine brightly in pre-season cup victory 


newcomer Adriano Pelligrino on tour over in 
China with Perth Glory, along with 2007 Club 
Captain Ivan Karlovic serving suspension, 
experienced key defender Lee Robertson, 
Joseph Costa and Corey Artone also nursing 
injuries, it left very few of the starting eleven 
from the squad. But the young lads that 
were called into the team carrying a huge 
responsibility on their shoulders, matched it 
and more with their opponents, particularly 
when it came to speed and work on the ball, 
putting in some well executed tackles as well 
as great attacking moves, holding their own 
and showing maturity in the way they played 
and represented their club. 


For most of the game it was an even affair, 
with both sides working hard but with few 
chances to put their side in front. As the 
game moved closer to the 90 minute mark, 
the crowd were already predicting that 
this would go to extra time and possibly a 
penalty shoot out to get a result. Late in the 
second half the tempo of the game started to 
hot up as tempers started to flair, mainly due 
to frustration with the scoreless deadlock. 
All the drama was left to the last 10 minutes 
of the game when everything seemed to 
happen at once. First an Eagle’s shot at goal 
smacking the crossbar, then a late tackle just 
outside the box by Blue Eagles goalkeeper 
Gino de Lucia on the Stars ‘gazelle’ James 
Yong, earned him a red card and saw the 
Eagles down to 10 men for the final minutes 
of the game. Then three minutes from full 
time, a great run down the left by new signing 
Jim Stavridis (ex Adelaide Galaxy) with his 
natural ability to move the ball forward and 
create space, saw him cleverly manoeuvre 
his way past two Blue Eagles players to finish 


off with a sweetly timed shot that beat the 
reserve keeper Jason Delfos. A last desperate 
effort by the Blue Eagles players to try to 
take the game to extra time was all too little 
too late, with the young guns of MetroStars 
glad to hear the final whistle giving them the 
2008 Summer Series title. 


MetroStars Coach Mike Barnett, now in his 
6th season at the club proudly said, “The 
young boys did the club proud. The future 
looks bright for some of the young players.” 
It’s no wonder he feels that way, as the club 
has had to blood their youth players over 
the last two years, some of which were 
only 16 years old at the time and now with 
some good senior game experience, the hard 
work is starting to pay off. NE MetroStars 
is a club highly dedicated and committed 
to development of its players and its junior 
development program has gone from strength 
to strength over the years. The Club’s motto: 
‘Building Soccer for the Future’, cannot 
ring any truer with this great performance of 
their youngsters winning the 2008 Fairmont 
Homes Summer Series Pre Season Cup. 


But this young club has already tasted much 
success in its relatively short history. The 
North Eastern MetroStars Soccer Club was 
established in November 1994 and was 
initially known as the Metro Knights Soccer 
Club which was a strong soccer club from 
1995-1998 in the South Australian Soccer 
Federation Amateur League, fielding both 
men and women’s teams. In 1999 the 
Club progressed to the South Australian 
Soccer Federation State League, where they 
changed their name to MetroStars, adopted 
after forming a liaison with the New York 
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MetroStars Soccer Club in the USA and it 
was also the year they introduced their first 
Junior Development Squad. In 2000, after 
only two years in the State League, they 
finished runners up and were promoted 
to the Premier League. The following 
year, at the end of the home and home and 
away series they finished in the top five, 
an unprecedented achievement for a club 
only in its second year in Premier League. 
In 2002, as they entered their third year in 
Premier League, they went undefeated for 
the first 13 games of the season which by now 
had cemented its reputation in the Premier 
league and where every game became a hard 
fought match as other teams tried to knock 
them off their perch. Yet again they finished 
the season in the top five, in fourth position. 
Another Minor Premiership came in 2003, 
with a second place in the Top 5 Finals. They 
also were successful in winning the Bianco/ 
Fairmont Summer Series Cup and broke the 
record of most number of undefeated games. 
But 2004 was undoubtedly the year that the 
Stars shined their brightest, with their history 
making Treble on their 10th anniversary 
when they took out all three major awards, 
Minor Premiers, prestigious Federation 
Cup, and 2004 Grand Final Winners. They 
also made Federation history by being the 
only club to do so, which made their 10 
year anniversary celebrations as a sporting 
club all the more sweeter. Perhaps, with the 
2008 Fairmont Homes Summer Series Cup 
trophy safely in the glass cabinet, we may 
yet see another history making year for the 
MetroStars. 


By Nat Adamopoulos 


Photo by Tony Berlangieri 


South Australia’s young Metrostars bask in the Fairmont Homes Summer Series Pre Season Cup glory after disposing of Adelaide Blue eagles on the weekend.. 
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Player-coach Peter Tsekenis sees red 


Against all the odds, Bankstown City grabbed 
a late equalizer after having two players, 
including their player-coach Peter Tsekenis, 
sent off against APIA-Leichhardt at Lambert 
Park. 

APIA’s starting eleven had a familiar 
look, with Robert Younis and Franco Parisi 
together up front and the forceful Ian King 
marshalling the midfield. For the away side, 
Steve Liavas was sidelined with an injury, but 
otherwise it was a familiar Bankstown line-up. 

The game got off to a quick start, and 
Bankstown made most of the early running; a 
scything run through the midfield by Robbie 
Mileski ended with a layoff to James Monie, 
who couldn’t make the most of the chance. 
Sadly, Mileski hurt himself as he went to ground 
after making the pass, and was substituted 
shortly afterwards. 

The Bankstown youngster wasn’t the 
only one in pain: APIA’s Stephen Kayes was 
nastily fouled by Shane Webb in the opening 
minutes, but, to the indignation of the home 
crowd, the Bankstown man did not receive a 
card. Plenty of his team-mates did as the half 
wore on, however. 

Soon it was APIA in the ascendancy. 
Franco Parisi connected with a left-wing cross, 
but his shot was saved well by Bankstown’s 
*keeper, Zlatko Joseski. But Parisi, and APIA, 
were not to be denied in the ninth minute; the 
frizzy-haired striker went on a superb diagonal 
run into the box, and slid the ball across to his 
strike partner Robert Younis. The latter crossed 
for Christian Care, whose shot was blocked... 
but Parisi was there to knock in the rebound. 1-0 
to APIA. 

The home side continued to dominate, 
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NINE-MAN BANKSTOWN SPOILS APIA’S AFTERNOON 


with Parisi almost bursting through again a 
minute later. On 14 minutes, Peter Peralta nearly 
doubled APIA’s lead when his header from a 
right-wing corner went agonizingly wide. 

Bankstown re-organized, with Mileski 
succumbing to his injury, substitute Danny 
Slavevski moving to left-back, and Shane Webb 
entering the centre of midfield, where he was to 
have a highly influential afternoon. 

The away team began to take the 
initiative. Stefce Soleski’s shot was blocked on 
the line after he had been released by George 
Nohra, and Richard Luksic headed James 
Monie’s right-wing cross past APIA’s ’keeper 
Matthew Nash, only to be called offside. 

The game gradually became bogged 
down in a litany of fouls, and the yellow cards 
began to bloom like daffodils. Two of the 
recipients were Slavevski and Peter Tsekenis... 
and they were both to regret their indiscretions 
shortly afterwards. 

Bankstown continued to have the better 
of the game; on 41 minutes, Monie slipped past 
the otherwise sturdy John Kelso and shot just 
wide; at the other end, Younis managed to get 
past Tayfun Devrimol but found Joseski well- 
placed to cover his shot. 

Bankstown emerged from the tunnel 
with only ten players, as a linesman had reported 
Danny Slavevski for some earlier dissent, and 
two yellows equalled a red for the Bankstown 
substitute. 

APIA had an excellent chance to take 
advantage of their numerical superiority when 
Parisi slid an exquisite ball through to Peralta 
on 55 minutes; once again, the APIA midfielder 
couldn’t find the target. 

Then Peter Tsekenis, on a Bansktown 


break, foolishly went in with studs up against 
Peralta in a 50-50 challenge. And then there 
were nine. 

Extraordinarily, APIA refused to press 
against the nine men, retaining the defensive 
posture they had adopted towards the end of the 
first half: only Younis and Parisi were regularly 
to be seen in attacking roles, and with Shane 
Webb in ebullient form, Bankstown somehow 
managed to secure the lion’s share of possession 
from then on. 

Fouls were abundant in the second 
half, and the constant disruption to the game’s 
rhythm cannot have helped APIA either. The 
APIA defence, so nonchalant in the first half, 
regularly played with fire in the second, with 
Monie and substitute Paul Harries pressing 
them relentlessly. 


Eventually, an equalizer arrived after a second 
half strangely short of chances. Following 
another powerful raid down the left by Webb, 
Tayfun Devrimol’s left-wing corner evaded the 
entire APIA defence; James Monie stooped to 
head in an unlikely equalizer. 


A precious point for Bnkstown, and a truly 
disappointing afternoon for APIA-Leichhardt. 


APIA-Leichhardt 1 (Parisi) 
Bankstown City I (Monie) 


APIA-Leichhardt: Nash; Farah, Galluzzo, 
Kelso; Kayes (Thom), Peralta, King, D’Apuzzo 
(Ryan); Care (Clifford); Parisi, Younis. 


Bankstown City: Joseski; Devrimol, Tsekenis, 
Luksic; Haydar, Nohra, Mileski (Slavevski), 
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Webb; Makrys, Monie, Soleski (Harries). 
MVP Points: 


3 — Richard Luksic (BQ). Outstanding in the 
Bankstown defence, especially in the second 
half; nullified the physical threat of Robert 
Younis and launched plenty of attacks from 
the back. 


2 — Shane Webb (BC). Energised the 
Bankstown revival in the second half. A true 
pocket dynamo. 


1 —Franco Parisi (APIA). Skilful and inventive 
in attack, he was let down by his midfield in the 
second half. 


Manly United, the West Sydney Berries and the 
Sutherland Sharks continued their good starts 
to the season, defeating Blacktown, Macarthur 
and Penrith respectively. Sydney Olympic made 
up for their loss to the Berries with an emphatic 
4-0 win over Wollongong. Sydney United and 
Marconi meet in the Sunday evening game. 


o> 


oy | 


FOOTBALL 


By Mike Salter 
in Sydney 


SUMMER CUP SHOOT-OUTS! 


Clarence gives Zebras a scare, Metro wins an epic 


The sheer unpredictable nature of soccer 
is what makes it so appealing. 

With everyone expecting Tilford 
Zebras to easily overcome Clarence United 
in their Group B match in the Summer Cup 
competition, the Eastern Shore side delivered 
a shock by drawing 0-0 with Zebras, the cup- 
holders, at KGV Park on Friday night. 

Zebras won the resulting penalty 
shoot-out 4-2 to collect the bonus point and 
stay top of Group B. 

Zebras missed the injured midfield 
schemer, Brett Pullen, and were on the back 
foot for most of the first half against a very 
young Clarence side, who had experienecd 
goalkeeper Michael Moschogianis back 
after he missed last week’s game. 

Moschogianis proved to be both a 
hero and a villain. He saved a second-half 
penalty to keep Clarence in the game, but 
then had his spot-kick in the penalty shoot- 
out saved. 

Clarence could easily have led 3-0 
by half-time, but Dwayne Walsh and Chris 
Hunt spurned chances that fell their way. 

The best of these came in the 11th 
minute when Zebras defender Andrew Telega 
mis-timed a back-pass. Walsh was onto the 
ball in a flash but, with only goalkeeper 
Frank Mainella to beat, he shot wide. 

Midway through the second period, 
Zebras threw away the chance of victory 
when Aaron Brazendale had a _ penalty 
saved by Moschogianis. The penalty was 
awarded for Jacob Huigsloot’s foul on Dylan 
Fennell. 

Zebras won the subsequent 
penalty shoot-out 4-2 when Ben Crosswell, 
Brazendale, Fennell and Adrian Venettacci 
netted easily with their spot-kicks. 


Mnyonge Kamba and _ Kenyi 
Emmanueli were the only successful 
marksmen for Clarence, with Moschogianis 
having his effort saved by Frank Mainella 
and Ben Hamlett shooting wide. 

Kingborough Lions United 
maintained second spot in Group B, two 
points adrift of Zebras, by beating Glenorchy 
Knights 1-0 through a goal direct from a 
corner by Ryan Bevan in the 18th minute of 
their encounter at KGV Park on Friday.. 

The Knights had chances through 
Tom Huigsloot and Jade Clay, but the Lions 
were the better side overall. 


Clarence Utd surprisingly held the Tilford Zebras to a draw, but lost the subsequent shoot-out. 


On Saturday at South Hobart in 
Group A, a depleted South Hobart side 
- the club’s senior side was in action in 
Launceston - downed Taroona 2-0 with 
second-half goals by Alex Gordon and Chris 
Barker, the win giving South top spot on 
goal-difference, but level on 5 points with 
University. 

Gordon headed South in front from 
close range in the 11th minute of the second 
half, following James Kennedy’s cross, 
while Barker netted the second five minutes 
later. 

His left-foot shot was parried by 


the Taroona goalkeeper, but Barker smashed 
home the rebound with his right foot before 
doing celebratory somersaults reminiscent 
of his team-mate and goalkeeper Mark 
Moncur’s traditional goal celebrations. 

In the other Group A match, 
University came back from a 2-0 deficit at 
half-time against Metro to draw 2-2 and win 
the subsequent penalty shoot-out 9-8 to earn 
the bonus point. 

Jason Dawes put Metro ahead in 
the 11th minute and a spectacular strike by 
Andrew Robb in the 28th minute gave Metro 
a 2-0 lead, but goals by Julian Proud and 
Takayuki Manaka, both following free-kicks 
- from Alexis Bull and John Wilson - took 
the game to a protracted penalty shoot-out. 

Bull, Richard Maddock, Proud, 
Nathaniel Jackson, Scott Francis, Angus 
Herron, Manaka, John Merry and Derryn 
Zucco scored in succession for University, 
as did Terry Kent, Darrin Chaffey, Dawes, 
Robb, Jim Brown, Adrian Lawler, Edward 
Guma and Paul Kelly for Metro before Aaron 
Marney’s effort hit the angle of crossbar and 
post to give University a 9-8 win. 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Thurs Mar 6 


Sun Mar 9 


Sun Mar 9 


Sun Mar 9 


Sun Mar 9 


Sun Mar 9 


Mon Mar 10 


Liverpool v West Ham 
6.55 am Fox Sports 1 


Liverpool v Newcastle 
1.55 am Fox Sports 3 


Aston Villa v Middlesbrough 
1.55 am (Viewers Choice) 


Blackburn v Fulham 
1.55 am (Viewers Choice) 


Sunderland v Everton 
1.55 am (Viewers Choice) 


Tottenham v West Ham 
1.55 am (Viewers Choice) 


Wigan v Arsenal 
2.55 am Fox Sports 1 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


WEDNESDAY 5 MARCH 


ESPN 
6.30 am 


8.45 am 


1.00 pm 


SBS 
6.30 am 


AC Milan v Arsenal LIVE 
(Replay 8.00 pm) 


Barcelona v Celtic DELAY 
(Replay 10.00 pm) 


Man United v Lyon DELAY 


Man United v Lyon LIVE 


THURSDAY 6 MARCH 


ESPN 


6.30 am 


8.45 am 


11.00 am 


SBS 
6.30 am 


LIVE 


Chelsea v Olympiacos 
(Replay 10.00 pm) 


Real Madrid v Roma DELAY 


Porto v Schalke DELAY 


Real Madrid v Roma LIVE 


Total Football 


Thurs Mar 6 


Issue # 4 


7.30 pm Fox Sports 2 


SUCCERSIDESHOW 


A bit of this, that & the other... 


Goal! Weekly 


WIN YOURSELF A PAIR OF PUMA BOOTS! 


Thanks to our friends at PUMA 
here’s your chance to win a free 
pair of football boots worth $260. 


First correct entry sent to 
competition@goalweekly.com 
wins! 

Q. Barcelona star 
Samuel Eto’o originates form 
which African nation? 


a. Nigeria 
b. Cameroon 
c. Senegal 


puma’ 


PUMA v1.08 i FG 

Designed and engineered for the 
fastest players in the game, the 
extreme lightweight v1.08 boot 
utilizes PUMA’s cross-category UNI 
construction in which the upper 
is stitched — not glued or lasted 
— to the sole. Made from extra-thin 
lightweight materials and resilient 
textile upper with a second layer of 
microfiber for tactile characteristics 
and reinforcement, the v1.08 
provides feel, grip and performance 
on the ball. 

Pick it up, throw it in the air 
and feel the weight. Or lack of it. Just 
200 grams of weight is achieved as 
a result of the lightweight upper, two- 
piece outsole construction and the 
product's removable carbon fiber 


RA 
chassis. Take a look through the 
see-through sole and check out the 
shoe’s double-density, carbon fiber 
insert and overall advanced design. 
Lastly, the iconic PUMA Cat branding 
and v1.08 logo on the tongue are 
complemented by asymmetric speed 
lacing with special lace loops for a 
modern on-field look that can only 
come from PUMA. 

As worn by Mark Viduka, 
Nicolas Anelka, Peter Crouch, Gigi 
Buffon, Samuel Eto’o (pictured 
above), Freddie Ljungberg and 
Mario Gomez. 

The v1.08 is now available 
in stores for the 2008 season. For 
PUMA Stockist please contact 1800 
811 511. 


PUMA kicks-off countdown to 2008 
European Championships in Zurich 


As the sponsor of five national 
teams at the upcoming European 
Championships in June, PUMA 
unveiled the home uniforms of 
world champion Italy, Czech 
Republic and Poland along with 
hosts Austria & Switzerland at a 
star-studded event in Zurich’s 
glamorous de Pury & Luxembourg 
Gallery last month. 

“While we are still enjoying 
PUMA’s tremendous success at 
the African Cup of Nations, we are 
already kicking-off the countdown 
to the EURO 2008, our next big 
tournament”, said Jochen Zeitz. “The 
European Championships will be 
the next highlight in an extraordinary 
sports year and PUMA is proud to 
be worn on the pitch by a strong 
portfolio of five teams which clearly 
strengthens PUMA’s position as 
one of the world’s top three football 
brands.” 

The event was hosted by 
actresses Simona Ventura of Italy 
and Franka Potente of Germany 
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and included the Italian national 
team, FIGC President Guido Rossi 
and representatives from PUMA’s 
four other national teams that will be 
playing this summer at EURO 2008. 
The events were also photographed 
by world-renowned photographer 
Hubertus von Hohenlohe. 

The presentation of uniforms 
in Zurich coincided with ltaly’s 
friendly match against Portugal on 
February 6th in Zurich’s Letzigrund 
Stadium, one of the stadium’s used 
for EURO 2008. Along with the shirt 
presentation, PUMA also presented 
its recently-launched “Until Then” ad 
campaign and new v1.08 product 
collection. The lightweight statement 
v1.08 shirt worn by Italy, Czech 
Republic, Poland, Switzerland 
and Austria is made of two highly- 
breathable mesh fabric layers welded 
together in stitchless construction 
to help players physically — and 
psychologically — by making players 
and fans feel better about looking 
better. 


Fabio Cannavaro is presented with 
the Azzuri’s PUMA guernsey in Zurich 
recently. The World Cup winners will be 
sporting their new tops in the quest for 
Euro 2008 glory in June. 
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WHEN DID IT ALL BEGIN? 


Unearthing the history of Victoria’ governing body 


query from FFV Head of Football 
Dervis Tony Persoglia, 

the other day to John Punshon, 
a fellow researcher in the archives, 
and myself as to when the Football 
Federation of Victoria began set me 
thinking about the origins of the world 
game in Victoria. 


He wondered whether the first competition 
for the Dockerty Cup in 1909 and the 
games in the first division of a Victorian 
league that year marked the foundation 

of the FFV’s predecessor and hence an 
important anniversary to celebrate next 
year. But the truth, as is often the case in the 
early history of all the football codes, is a 
little more complicated. 


The first Victorian association was 
probably an Anglo-Australian Football 
Association set up in 1883 or 1884. The 
game in those days was played mainly by 
recent migrants from the United Kingdom, 
and was often called British Association 
Football to distinguish it from the local 
variety, Australian Rules. Some of the early 
clubs had district or suburban names like 
Carlton and Richmond, but others adopted 
regional overseas identities such as Fifers 
or Northumberland and Durham. So the 
first ‘ethnic’ clubs were actually Scottish or 
English! 


The first interstate games with New South 
Wales were played in Melbourne in 1883. 
Match reports in the Age and the Argus talk 
about a game played by ‘imported men’ 
and suggest that it is unlikely to catch on 
in Victoria. The pioneers however enjoyed 
their sport and were very keen to tour the 
United Kingdom or invite the Football 
Association to send a team to Australia. 
But we cannot find any evidence of the 
Association surviving the depression of the 
1890s, when inward migration fell sharply. 


It was not till the first decade of the 
twentieth century that the game resurfaces 
as migration picks up once more. A league 
and the Dockerty Cup did get underway in 
1909. The Dockerty Cup was presented by 
one of the icons of the game in this country, 
Harry Dockerty, later president of the VSF 
and an initial inductee into the Hall of 
Fame. 


Once again there was a hiatus in 1916 
during the First World War and competition 
did not restart until 1919. Then in 1927 
there was a split in Victoria and in 

New South Wales over district versus 
community/semi-professional based 

clubs which was not really settled until 

the eve of the Great Depression in 1930. 
The Victorian Amateur Soccer Football 


| 


Northumberland and Durhams team in Geelong in the 1920s with the Madden Cup. 


Association became the governing body 
until the next split in 1958-62, which 
resulted in the formation of the Victorian 
Soccer Federation. The VSF claimed 
continuity with the previous body, though 
it was a fairly acrimonious take-over in 
effect. The VSF survived until the changes 
to the national body following the Crawford 
Report and the intervention of Frank Lowy, 
which resulted in the formation of the 
Football Federation of Australia. Victoria’s 
VSF became the Football Federation of 
Victoria. 


So deciding which significant date to 
celebrate is no simple matter, but certainly 
1909 was an important year even if it 

did not produce an organisation with an 
unbroken history thereafter. Readers might 
like to suggest their own highlights to 
celebrate and like me they might plump 


State League Management Committee comes together for a group shot sometime in the early 60's. 
Back row, left to right: Alex Barr, Eric Heath, xx, Henry Dressler, John D’Andrea, Tony Kovac, xx, xx. 
Front row: Stuart Beaton, Fred Hutchinson, Michael Weinstein, xx, Andy Kun, Lou di Bono. 


for great games or special performances 
by players rather than birthdays of 
organisations, important though the latter 
may be. 


The Commonwealth Football Association 
which was set up in December 1911 is 
almost certainly the first national body 

for any of the football codes. Victoria 

was represented there, but was one of the 
weakest of the states at that time. Later of 
course our code was also the first to start a 
national league in 1977. Anyone interested 
in following up some of these developments 
might dip into The World Game Downunder 
edited by Bill Murray and myself. Copies 
are available from the wonderful Santo 
Caruso at Melbourne Sports Books. 


Werels by Roy Gey 
Photos by Les Shorrock 


All photographs from the Les Shorrock 
Collection at Deakin University Library's 
Waterfront Campus Special Collections, 
by kind permission of Les Shorrock, 
unless otherwise credited. 
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OVERSEAS STUFF 
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ENGLAND 


EDUARDO AND “THAT TACKLE” 
The talking point of this week in England 
has been Martin Taylor’s leg-breaking 
tackle. Slow motion replays were not for the 
squeamish as Eduardo’s lower shin was seen 
bent onto a 90 degree angle with half his leg 
bone poking out the side of his sock leaving 
football fans the world over muttering 
“ouch”. 


Peas 


If you don’t want to see Eduardo’s 
horrific tackle, then look away now... 


Martin Taylor has since received death 
threats from Croatian fans, and Arsene 
Wenger initially called for Taylor to be 
banned for life but later toned down his 
comments. The Birmingham defender paid 
Eduardo a visit in hospital the very next 
day and has publicly apologised not only to 
Eduardo but to Wenger also. Arsenal fans 
may bemoan the injustice of Taylor only 
receiving a red card when he has potentially 
ended Eduardo’s career, but it’s pretty clear 
that Taylor simply made a clumsy tackle and 
there was no malicious intent. 


THE USELESS CUP 

Tottenham won their first trophy in nine 
years after beating Chelsea in extra time 
in the Carling Cup final last Sunday week. 
Neutrals will be pleased to see a trophy go to 
a club outside of the Big Four even if it is the 
least prestigious cup in the competition. 

In his column in the Guardian 
published before the match, Portsmouth 
keeper David James claimed he barely 
remembers winning the League Cup with 
Liverpool despite the fact it was the only 


Gossip and Transfer Speculation from the English Media... 


Brazilian First Division side Flamengo 
want former international — striker 
Romario to bring down the final curtain 
of his career with them, the club’s vice 
president said on Saturday. 

Kleber Leite said they would like to 
have the 42-year-old after his present 
contract with Vasco de Gama - where 
he was player coach until quitting in 
early February - finishes on March 30. 
“For the moment they are just ideas, 
suggestions,” Leite told Brazilian daily O 
Dia. 
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trophy he has ever won. For James part of the 
problem is that it takes place in the middle of 
the season. The winning team are denied any 
chance to celebrate properly as clubs tend to 
take a ‘back to work’ attitude the very next 
day after victory. After a few photos and a 
glass of champagne, Tottenham players were 
also expected back on the training pitch 
preparing for their next match. A lot of the 
glamour of the cup also gets lost due to the 
fact that so many clubs field second-string 
sides. While Spurs fans would have loved 
their 5-1 win over archrivals Arsenal, it 
would have been sullied by the fact it was 
effectively Arsenal reserves. 

Still the club will at least be relieved to have 
secured another season in the UEFA Cup 
despite their poor position on the premiership 
table. As long as the League Cup remains an 
avenue to Europe, at least some clubs will 
take it seriously. 
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Jonathon Woodgate has helped Spurs 
get the wood over its London rivals in 
the Carling Cup this year. Only thing is, 
were the others really bothered? 


CHELSEA 
Chelsea by contrast will be bitterly 
disappointed not to win the Carling Cup as it 
could well have been their best chance to win 
a trophy this season. While still technically 
in contention for the premiership, FA Cup 
and even Champions League, few expect 
them to win any of them. The pressure is 
mounting on Avram Grant, and along with 
Rafael Benitez, his days look numbered. 
Avram Grant can be seen as the Grant 
Thomas of English football. 
Just like the former St.Kilda coach, Avram 


Lyon coach Alain Perrin, whose side face 
a crunch Champions League return at 
Manchester United on Tuesday, criticised 
what he saw as a long, drawn-out doping test 
process which he said marred preparations on 
Saturday. 

“Analysing hair, urine. We'll have to stick 
around four days here for the anti-doping 
controls,” said a sarcastic Perrin as he charged 
that the process all but annulled the benefit 
of having an early Saturday game ahead of a 
European week. 

“It's the second (test) of the week and we were 
already tested after the Manchester match 
over a week ago. 


has sprung from obscurity to fame not by 
working his way up the managerial ladder 
on merit, but by simply making friends in 
the right places. Not so long ago Grant was 
couching sides in the Israeli league. A chance 
encounter with Roman Abramovich later and 
suddenly he finds himself (via a stint in 
Portsmouth) in charge of one of the biggest 
clubs in the world. 

Admittedly Chelsea find themselves 

third on the table and have recorded 
impressive victories such as a 6-0 defeat of 
Manchester City. 
But even a trained monkey could produce 
a respectable season if it had half a billion 
pounds worth of players at its disposal. If 
Roman Abramovich is to justify the funds 
he has poured into the club, he needs them 
to be winning trophies. Not only that but he 
expects them to do so in style, playing free- 
flowing attacking football. This is where Jose 
Mourinho failed. Abramovich objected to his 
pragmatism and the switch in managers was 
expected to lead in change in playing style. 
But since Grant took over Total Football has 
failed to take hold at Stamford Bridge. Their 
recent match against Liverpool was one of 
the dullest of the season with neither side 
making any attempt to score a goal. 

The ever-persistent rumour that 
Frank Rijkaard is on his way to West London 
looks more believable everyday. After all if 
you want your club to play like Barcelona 
(and money is no object) who better to 
employee than the Barcelona manager? 


SCOTLAND 


EDINBURGH 
The Scottish capital has lived up to its 
reputation as the Jekyll-and-Hyde city 
this week with both its football teams 
experiencing radically different fortunes. 
Hearts miserable season reached a 
new low last Wednesday after a 4-0 drubbing 
at home to Rangers. Fans left Tynecastle in 
droves before the final whistle in protest at 
their team’s performance. More bad news 
followed for the Jambos with Andrius 
Velicka, the club’s leading goal scorer this 
season, leaving for Norwegian side Viking 
Stavanger. Only two seasons ago Hearts split 
the Old Firm to finish second in the SPL, and 


Three comical errors from Parma helped 
gift hosts AS Roma a 4-0 victory at the 
Stadio Olimpico on Saturday and moved 
them to within six points of leaders Inter 
Milan. 

AC Milan missed the chance to move back 
into the top four and a Champions League 
qualification place as they were held to a 
1-1 draw at home to 10-man Lazio. 

Parma goalkeeper Luca Bucci handed a 
goal to Roma midfielder Aquilani in the 
first half and after the break Parma captain 
Falcone scored an own goal before Totti, 
making a record 388th league appearance 
for Roma, scored a third 10 minutes from 
time. 
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also took out the Scottish Cup. But today 
they find themselves destined to finish in the 
bottom six. At one stage things looked so 
dire the word relegation was even branded 
about. 

Hearts owner Vladimir Romanov, 
who won last year’s Lithuanian version of 
Dancing With the Stars, has been accused of 
losing interest in the club by former chairman 
George Foulkes. Such accusations come due 
to the fact that appearances at Tynecastle, 
and very public spats with SPL officials, 
have noticeably decreased of late. However 
Romanov has reassured fans that he is in 
daily contact with officials. He has refused 
to sell the club so Hearts will continue to 
look remarkably similar to the Lithuanian 
national side. 

On the other side of Edinburgh 
Hibernian recorded their fourth victory in 
a row after beating Falkirk 2-0. Hibs were 
one of the better sides at the start of the 
season, taking 21 points out of a possible 29, 
and keeping pace with Celtic and Rangers. 
However the club stuttered and only month 
ago found themselves ninth. Manager John 
Collins walked out of the club just before 
Christmas and was later replaced by former 
player and Finnish international Mixu 
Paatelainen. He has since managed to restore 
Hibs’ form and confidence. Their latest win 
sees the club move back up into the top six 
and back into contention for a place in the 
UEFA Cup. 
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LOWELY HEA 


The pride of Edinburgh....??? 
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Troubled Brazilian striker Adriano swore on 
Saturday that he would accept his on-loan club 
Sao Paulo’s fining him 40percent of his wages 
and that he would deliver goals for them. 

The 26-year-old was slapped with the heavy 
punishment for not turning up in the club’s 
official kit for a meeting on Thursday and 
then turning up nearly half-an-hour late for a 
training session on Friday. 

Adriano was loaned out by his Serie Aside Inter 
Milan since December with a view to helping 
Sao Paulo win the Libertadores Cup, met with 
the club’s president Juvenal Juvencio and told 
him he would start adding to his meagre total 
of four goals in 10 matches. 
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